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CHAPTER 370 
BUT THE PASTEL RABBITS... 


un pe 
. 


Let’s search~ 


(((((Oh~!))))) 


The day after the Ruven family get-together, we came to the forest to capture Pastel 
rabbits for Rosalie-san. Knowing that we were planning to stay in the Capital until the 
new year, Wald-san said that we could go looking for them when it was warmer, but 
the overly-excited children didn’t want to wait. So we went out early the next day. 


Well, I don’t think the kids would be able to wait until after the new year to go out and 
play, or to take requests. 


“Now then, which way do we go?” 
That way~!”” 

The direction to go is, as always, the direction Allen and Elena want to go. 
“Speaking of which, are you looking for blue Pastel Rabbit?” 

“Silver and.” 

“Red would be nice.” 

“Silver and red?” 

“For Wald Nii and.” 

“Rosalie Neesama.” 


“Ah, you are talking about the two’s hair color.’ 


“Yeah | n»n» 
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Silver and red Pastel Rabbits, huh~ It would certainly feel like Pastel Rabbits picked 
especially for those two with those colors...... Is there such a thing as a silver-colored 
Pastel Rabbit, though? 

“Ah, will look for blue, too~”” 

“N? So you are bringing back three Pastel Rabbits for Wald-san and Rosalie-san?” 


“Yeah | wy 


Well, keeping Pastel Rabbits doesn’t take much effort, and they don’t require much 
money for food, so three rabbits should be no problem. 


“I hope we find them.” 

“We willl” 

“Haha, that’s right~” 

The children’s enthusiasm was truly amazing. I felt overwhelmed. 


(Hey, hey, are you going to pick herbs today, too?) 


a n»n» 


We are~ 
(Oh my, you two are such hard workers~) 


Although they have not been asked to do so, the children seem to be planning to collect 
medicinal herbs as well. 


(Niichan, Niichan, will there be any of those? Mushrooms buried in the snow.) 


“Oh, you mean Snowbelow mushrooms? I don’t think there are any around here, 
because they only grow where the snow is deep enough.” 


Since there is only a thin layer of snow around here, we would have to go further into 
the mountains to find Snowbelow mushrooms. 


(Ehh~ Allen, Elena, lets go deeper into the mountains. Remember, we found lots of 
Pastel Rabbits in a cave before, so we may find a lot of Pastel Rabbits there again~) 
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Maybe because he found Snowbelow mushrooms delicious, Vector seemed to be eager 
to go and pick them. 


«ay yy 
N~? 


(I don’t want to sell them too much, but if we pick a lot of them, we can use them to 
complete requests and stuff, right? Niichan said they are rare mushrooms!) 


Sell them~?”” 

(We will pick a lot and sell only a little.) 

It is not often that Vector, who usually hates to sell food, proposes to sell them. 

Is he so eager to go pick Snowbelow mushrooms that he proposed to sell them? 
(Niichan, those mushrooms can be sold, right?) 

“Well, they will sell, and there will definitely be requests for them.” 

As I recall, there seems to be a request every year for Snowbelow mushrooms, but not 
many people are able to accomplish it. They’re hard to find mushrooms. The Guild 
would definitely appreciate it if we fullfiled the request. 

“wn” 

(Look, didn’t you two want to raise your ranks?) 

Vector was trying very hard to persuade Allen and Elena. It really was a rare sight. 
(Hey~ Allen, Elena, please~) 

”Hm~m.”” 


(Right, right, let’s bring it as a present for Wald-sama’s bride!) 


Ohh! Let’s go get them!” 


(Yay~) 
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When Vector brought up Rosalie-san, Allen and Elena, who seemed reluctant, 
immediately changed their opinions, and Vector’s wishes were granted. 


So we decided to head for the top of the mountain, where there was a lot of snow. 

A little more?” 

“Yes, I think a little deeper would be better.” 

As we climbed the mountain, the snow gradually got deeper and deeper, and as 


expected, the children found it hard to walk, so I put them on the back of Feat who 
turned bigger. 


“So much snow~ 


“Yeah. I wonder if this is deep enough, I think there might be Snowbelows around 
here.” 


Then we stopped climbing at a depth roughly below my knees. 
(I will look for them!) 


Vector immediately smelled the area and started looking for the Snowbelow 
mushrooms. 


(Here~!) 


Then, he immediately seemed to have found something. Well, it’s probably a 
Snowbelow. 


He plunged head first into the snow, and dug into the snow vigorously. 
(Found it~!) 

It seems that he has successfully found the first Snowbelow. 

“Oh, that’s quite an acceptable size.” 


Vector found a Snowbelow mushroom about 10 centimeters in diameter. 
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The more snow that accumulates on top of the Snowbelow, the bigger and tastier it 
becomes. At this size, I’d say it’s about... the bottom of the average tier. 


(A little smaller than the ones we picked last year?) 

“Well... I guess so. But, it will still taste good.” 

The average size of the Snowbelow mushrooms we picked last year was 14 to 15 
centimeters. The largest was 18 centimeters, I think. Compared to that, this one was 
certainly smaller. But, well, they taste good even at this size. 


(Muu~... Niichan! Let’s go higher!) 


Joule didn’t say that to agitate the Vector, but he apparently didn’t like that it was 
smaller than last year’s. 


“The ones found around here are good enough.” 

(No way! I want to find a bigger one!) 

Vector was now completely on fire. 

“Tm going to have a hard time climbing higher than this.” 
(Then, you guys stay around here! I’m going higher!) 


I tried to tell him that it would be tough to climb higher even for him, but the Vector 
showed no sign of stopping. 


“Ah~ right... Bolt, Mile, can you guys go with Vector?” 
(Yes, leave him to us!) 
(Alright! We will look after him!) 


Vector is rather often left alone and free, but somehow | felt it was dangerous today, 
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so I decided to attach Bolt and Mile as his guardians. Both Bolt and Mile seemed to 
have read my intention, and gladly accepted my request. 


“Vector, you must stay close to Bolt and Mile.” 
(Got it!—Mile, quickly get on!) 
(Gee~ Calm down alittle, Vector!) 


I gave my permission, and Vector hurriedly picked Mile up on his back and ran toward 
the summit. 


(Then, Aniue, I’m off as well.) 

“Ah, this, take this!” 

As Bolt rushed to chase after the two animals, I hurriedly handed Bolt a magic bag. 
(Will they be okay?) 


(I hope he doesn’t do something anything foolish like melting all the snow on the 
mountain...) 


eee 0 0 as 


The three of them quickly disappeared from sight, and I shuddered at the words 
muttered by Feat. 


“Bolt, Mile, it’s up to you.” 
As that was something I could see happening, I prayed to Bolt and Mile to return safely. 


I prayed for them to come back safe and sound, without causing any disasters! 
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CHAPTER 371 
PASTEL RABBITS THIS TIME? 


(Oniichan, do you want us to collect the Snowbelows around here?) 


“No, let’s leave Snowbelows to Vector’s group. We should look for the Pastel Rabbits. 
That’s our original objective anyways.” 


(That’s true. I’m sure they will bring back a lot.) 

So, we decided to look for the Pastel Rabbits as originally planned, but— 

Ah! There!” 

“There? A Pastel Rabbit?” 

“Yeal”” 

Soon, Allen and Elena seemed to have found a Pastel Rabbit, and dove into the bushes. 
(Now then, what color would the Pastel Rabbit be~?) 

(Since it’s Allen-chan and Elena-chan, wouldn't it be red or blue?) 


“Yeah. And I have a feeling they wouldn't bring just one or two, but a whole bunch of 
them~” 


I was with Joule and Feat, predicting the colors and number of Pastel Rabbits that the 
children would bring back. 


“’Oniichan, there were many~”” 


Sure enough, Allen and Elena returned with multiple Pastel Rabbits in their arms. 


“Six of them?” 
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(Erm, the ones Allen is holding are red, blue, and pink.) 
(Elena-chan’s are purple, yellow, and green.) 


I don’t know whether silver-colored Pastel Rabbits exist, so I can say that we almost 
achieved our objective. 


“I wish I could say this was enough, but...” 


u» J” 
. 


Is not~ 
“Will look for.” 
“Silver child, too~” 
“I thought so.” 


I didn’t think Allen and Elena would be satisfied with this, so the search for the Pastel 
Rabbits resumed. 


“We will be stopping only for one night, whether we find the silver Pastel Rabbit or 
not. We are returning to the city tomorrow. Alright?” 


“Alright~”” 

For now, I'll just set a firm deadline. 
“Then, let’s put those kids into a basket.” 
“Okay!” 


I took out a large basket from the Infinite Storage and Allen and Elena put the Pastel 
Rabbits into it with familiar actions. 


“It just bugs my mind every time I see them not trying to escape~” 
(Yeah, I also find it strange.) 


(I would love to hear from them what they judge as dangerous~) 
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Joule and Feat put their faces close to the basket, but the Pastel Rabbits were taking it 
easy. 


Both of them are fierce beasts in terms of their species, though~ It is a mystery. 


“Well, we won't understand the cause even if we think about it, so let’s not worry about 
it and move on to the next thing.” 


(That’s true, lets do that~) 


(Allen-chan, Elena-chan, which way do you think we should go next?) 


«ay wy 


That way~ 


We stopped thinking deeply about it, and moved again in the direction indicated by 
the children. 


“Ah!” 

After walking for a while, the kids found something again and dove into the bushes. 
(Oh? Are they in?) 

(I hope it’s a silver Pastel Rabbit, but I wonder~) 

“I hope they will compromise on white or gray~” 

(Isn't that impossible?) 

(I don’t think that’s possible?) 


Joule and Feat wouldn't give me a bit of hope. 


«a yy 


Oniichan, look, look~ 
“What is it? Is ita silver Pastel Rabbit?” 


There was no~ne. But, look!”” 
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Allen and Elena came back with a happy look on their faces, and I thought they had 
found the Pastel Rabbit they were looking for, but it seems that I was wrong. 


“We found a.” 
“Birdy, too~” 


“Eh? Birdy?” 


u» wy 


Birdy~ 
“Nn?” 
The reason they were so happy was because they apparently found a birdy... a bird? 


It was about the size of a baseball. Allen was holding a fluffy, white, round thing that 
he could hold in one of his palms, but it didn’t look like a bird to me at all. 


(Pii.) 
“Ah, it chirps.” 


It must have been the back side that I was looking at earlier. The white fluffy thing 
moved, and I saw round and cute black eyes and a small beak. 


“It really is a bird. But, it’s not a monster, right?” 

It must be just a normal bird, because I didn’t feel any magic power. 

I held out my hand, palm up, and the bird climbed into my palm without caution. 
Still, what a tiny bird~ Way smaller than the Battle Eagle chicks I had met before. 
“Err... eh!? Aurora Bird!? Really!?” 


I didn’t know what kind of bird it was, so I immediately looked it up with Appraisal, 
and found out that it was a type of bird called the Aurora Bird. 


Aurora Bird was a very rare bird whose white fur was said to glow like an aurora 
borealis when exposed to moonlight. Moreover, although small, it appeared to be an 
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adult bird, not a baby bird. 

“Where was it!?” 

“Together with the~” 

“Pastel Rabbits~” 

“Wwahat!? Er, you didn’t bring the Pastel Rabbit with you this time?” 


The children who came back were not carrying Pastel Rabbit, though? Huh? But... I 
think the kids said earlier that they “found” a bird “too”! 


(Oniichan, Oniichan.) 

“What is it, Joule?” 

(There are many at your feet~) 
“ER?” 


Joule pointed out to me, and when I looked at my feet, I saw Pastel Rabbits relaxing 
there! 


“Uwah! Since when!? Just how many are there?” 
(Niisama, If I’m not mistaken, there are seven of them.) 
Seven... then, that makes a total of thirteen. 

Nniyu?”” 

“What is it, Allen, Elena?” 
“Aren't two missing?” 
“Eh, there’s more?” 


u» 


There were nine~ Wait a moment!” 
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Allen and Elena rushed back behind the bushes. 


There were apparently nine Pastel Rabbits in the bushes, bringing the total to fifteen. 


u» wy 


There they are~ 
Soon the children returned with one Pastel Rabbit each. 
“Erm... do these kids don’t want to go with us?” 

“That’s not true~” 

“They are just napping~” 


They were sleeping carefreely. I don’t know where the Pastel Rabbit’s peculiar 
alertness went... 


“It’s fine to bring them with us, then?” 
Yeah?” 
“We will look.” 


“For kindhearted.” 


u» wy 


Owners~ 
Whether or not we find kindhearted owners depends on luck, to say the least. 

“So, What about this Aurora Bird?” 

“A silver child wasn’t there.” 

“Will replace for Birdy.” 

“Is that so?” 

It appears that they were going to give up the silver Pastel Rabbit and take the Aurora 
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Bird as a present for Wald-san and Rosalie-san instead. 


Seeing that the Aurora Bird was not running away, they must have thought it would 
be nice to bring back to be kept as a pet. 


“Will they be happy~?” 
“I wonder? I think Rosalie-san will be delighted.” 


I have a feeling Wald-san will be very angry with us, though! 
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CHAPTER 372 
STAYING OVER 


We found what we were looking for and could have returned to town, but the kids 
wanted to stay out. So we met up with Vector and others first. 


(Niichan! I picked a lot of mushrooms!) 


Vector was in a good mood after collecting plenty of Snowbelows, but Bolt and Mile 
looked a little tired. 


“Bolt, Mile, are you okay?” 

(Yes, I’m fine. I’m just tired a little.) 

(It’s because of Vector’s absurd stamina!) 

They seemed to have been swept up in a lot of things. 

“Tm sorry I had to leave you two in charge.” 

(Don't apologize! I’m happy to be of service!) 

(Yes, that’s right! I don’t want your apologies, I want your praise!) 
“That's true. Thanks for all your hard work on Bolt, Mile.” 

Oh, that’s not a “praise”, it’s a “thank you.” 

I'll just pet them a lot for now. 

(What, what~? Don't just pat Bolt and Mile, I want pats, too~) 
While I was petting Bolt and Mile, Vector joined in the petting like a happy 


camaraderie. 
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All of my children have a rather large amount of physical strength, but Vector’s seem 
to be inexhaustible. 


“It’s still a bit early, but let’s find a place to put the house down and hang out indoors 
today.” 


That being the case, I decided to find a nice place to put down the house in my Infinite 
Storage and hang out indoors. 


Then, after dark, we started preparing dinner. 

“What do we cook for dinner~?” 

(Niichan, Niichan, since we are here, let’s eat Snowbelows!) 
“That's not a bad idea. Is everyone else fine with that?” 


“((((ves!))))” 


Vector’s suggestion to cook Snowbelows for dinner has been approved by others, 
but— 


“Mushrooms dishes, mushroom dishes...” 
I couldn't think of any mushroom dishes right away. 


Let’s see, I’m pretty sure I made... a hot pot before. So I would like to make something 
different this time. 


Ah! How about tempura with cooked rice? Rice with a mixture of several kinds of 
mushrooms, and tempura would be... Snowbelows, shrimp, some kind of white fish 
since we don't have any sillago, sweet potato, ishiuri (pumpkin)... Oh, I found 
eggplants, so that would be good, too. I would love to have some chikuwa (fish cakes), 
but I have none, so I'll give that up for now. 


Squid would also be nice. Let’s splurge today and go with Kraken. Is this enough for 
variety? But it would be troubling if this wasn’t enough food, so I better make some 
chicken and pork ribs too, and eat them if there is not enough. If we have enough, I can 
make a Donburi the next day. 
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And then, we can have Miso soup with vegetables. 
“Alright!” 

“’Decided~?”” 

“Yup, I have decided~” 

What will it be~?”” 

“Mushroom rice and tempura.” 

“Love both!”” 


“I see, that’s good to hear. But, today’s tempura is going to be much more extravagant 
than before~” 


u» 


Looking forward to it!” 


I have made various kinds of seasoned rice with different ingredients before, but the 
tempura was only vegetables at that time because I made it at Oswald-san’s place, who 
is a vegetarian Elf. Today I will fry up plenty of seafood. 


“Put the mushrooms in here.” 
Can we put in lots~?”” 


“That’s fine, but... with moderation, please.” 


I don’t know how much they mean by “lots,” but I was afraid that if I said yes, they 
would put a tremendous amount of mushrooms in the rice cooker, so I was hesitant to 
answer. But, well, they would never put so much it would fall out of the rice cooker. 


“Wash rice next~?”” 


“Yes, please.” 


The children put in the mushrooms in and operated the magic tool as if they were 
familiar with it. 
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Oh, the amount of mushrooms was within the acceptable range! 
“Next is~?”” 


“Think about the ingredients for miso soup~” 


wy 


“Umm... 


While the kids were worrying about that, I will make a simple spinach—Ena grass 
dish, with bonito flakes and shoyu. 


ay wy 


Oniichan, we want potatoes~ 
“Roger that. I will be making sweet potato tempura, so let’s use Maro instead.” 
“Yeah!” 

While preparing the ingredients for tempura, I also made miso soup. 

“Tm going to fry them now, so you two stay further away from me~” 

”Okay~”” 

The batter of tempura is quite adequate, so as expected, it remained crispy and dry 


even after a while after frying... However, storing the freshly fried tempura in the 
Infinity Storage will always keep it hot and crispy! 


Is done~?”” 
“Its done~ let’s eat.” 


“Yea I yy 


I served the rice and other food on the plates, and we started eating. 
“It’s crispy!” 

(Truly. It’s delightful!) 
(The seafood is juicy.) 
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(The ishiuri and sweet potatoes are soft and crispy.) 
(Snowbelows! They are as yummy as I thought!) 
(All the hard work paid off!) 

Everyone seemed to like it. 


However, I don’t think there are many dishes my kids don't like... Oh, maybe the 
tasteless salad served at the inn? 


It’s good that they don’t have likes and dislikes, but it’s rare to have kids who only 
dislike so few foods~ 


“Are there any foods that you two don't like?” 
“Uniyu?... Alcohol?” 


“Alcohol!? Don’t worry, I won't let you drink that, even if you say you like it. Anything 
else?” 


“That! Bitter tea!” 
“And not sweet Kahee!” 
“Ahh... well, of course you don’t like that.” 


It’s no wonder that children don't like green tea or black coffee, not to mention alcohol. 
Rather, they are all drinks! 


“Then, are you saying you don't like bitter foods?” 
“Don't like bitter~”” 


Come to think of it, have we ever come across a bitter vegetable? Like bell peppers, 
the typical vegetable that kids don't like, I haven't seen bitter melon either. I wonder 
how they would react if I tried to feed them things like bitter melon? Well, I have to 
find it first before I let them eat it... I’m getting a bit tempted to go on a Serious search. 
Where would I go about finding it, I wonder, would it be in another country or perhaps 
a dungeon? 
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(Oh my, Niisama is scheming something) 

“Ts that so?” 

“L I’m not.” 

I was thinking of something mischievous, and got found out by Feat. 

“I was just trying to figure out which dungeon we should go to this time.” 
Dungeon, let’s go!” 
(I also want to go!) 


(Me too, me too! Let’s go quickly!) 


So I hurriedly said something that sounded like an excuse, and the children were very 
happy. 


“We will see after I’m done with my business in the Capital.” 


For now, I plan to stay in Capital until the auction, so I can research which dungeon to 
go to until then. 
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CHAPTER 373 
SURPRISE 


The next day, we returned to town and headed straight home to the Ruven residence. 


Normally, we would have stopped by the Adventurers’ Guild to look for a request for 
Pastel Rabbit and have them taken in, but the children wanted to show them to 
Rosalie-san first. I could understand their feelings, so I decided to take the fifteen 
Pastel Rabbits home with us for the time being. 


Besides, Wald-san asked for a blue Pastel Rabbit. The children’s own discretion led 
them to red, silver... well, there were no silver Pastel Rabbits, so they settled on a pure 
white Aurora Bird. 


I would love to have Rosalie-san take in those three, but maybe she has a favorite color 
or a color preference that she would like to keep. Let’s ask her what she wants while 
we show them to her. 


“Oh my!” 
“.-Whoah~” 


As Wald-san was also home today, we were able to unveil the rabbits to both. 


«a wy 


For Rosalie Neesama we got~ 
“Blue child and~” 

“Red child~” 

“Both are adorable.” 


Rosalie-san received the blue and red Pastel Rabbits from the children and hugged 
them tightly. 


“Even so, this number is strange!” 
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“When it comes to Allen and Elena, they find them one after another” 

“Even if they find them one after another, they would normally run away!” 
“They don’t run away, they come close to us instead~ It’s really mysterious.” 
“Hah!?” 

Wald-san reacted as I expected. 


“Even when our Joule and Feat showed their faces close to them all of a sudden, they 
wouldn't show any reaction as if they were relaxed at home.” 


Wald-san was rubbing his head as if it was aching. 

“Wald Nii~”” 

“Ou, what is it?” 

“Take this.” 

“Child, too~” 

Allen and Elena held out the Aurora Bird in the palm of their hands. 


“Furball... or not, a bird? A chick?” 


(CE2 yy 


It’s called Aurora Bird~ 
“Oi, Takumi?” 

Wald-san didn’t seem to know what an Aurora Bird looked like, but he did know its 
name. As soon as he heard from the children what kind of bird it was, he looked 
straight at me. 

I feel a silent pressure to explain. 


“The children found it. That’s all.” 
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“Oj!” 
“No, I’m telling you there’s no further explanation~” 


In fact, the children went into the bushes with a cry of “Ahl”, and when they came 
back, they had already brought it back. 


When I told him about it, Wald-san had his head in his hands. 

“You guys, seriously, what are you doing?” 

“Oh no, we're not taking any strange actions, you know?” 

“Yes, you are. The behavior itself is not strange. There are some things that don’t add 
up a bit, but... well, I’d say it’s the general behavior. So that means! Your very existence 
is strange!” 

“How rude! Don’t deny our existence!” 

“Tm not denying it! I’m saying you're weird! Why do you always, always, always do the 
most outrageous things? What’s with all these Pastel Rabbits! And the Aurora Bird? 
How can there be no problem with you guys when you found one of those!!” 
Wald-san seemed quite angry. 

“A lot of Pastel Rabbits... err, it already happened four times now. Give it up. As for the 
Aurora Bird, I know that Aurora Birds are rare. But we found it. And it wouldn’t run 
away! I had no choice but to bring it back!” 

“You know what they say about leaving things where you found them!” 

“Leaving behind.” 

“Would be sad.” 

When I get into a form of argument with Wald-san, Allen and Elena covered me. 


“That's right! Leaving it behind all alone would be sad.” 


ere 1 oa 
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On the contrary, Rosalie-san also came to my aid, to which Wald-san looked surprised. 


“I heard from Allen-san and Elena-san that this child came to them for protection. You 
can't just leave it there!” 


Rosalie-san was holding Aurora Bird firmly to her chest, along with the two Pastel 
Rabbits, while she was speaking to Wald-san. 


“B, but you know that, Rosalie, right? If people find out about the Aurora Bird’s 
existence, you can bet all hell will break loose, you know?” 


“Then just don’t let people know!” 

“No, even if you say that... wouldn't that be impossible?” 

“Iwill take good care of it, and it will have to put up with walks in the garden... please!” 
“Ugh...” 

Rosalie-san stared up at Wald-san sitting beside her. Then Wald-san choked on his 
words. Well, if your new wife asks you like that with puppy eyes, you will certainly... 
react like this~ 

(Pii~) 

The Aurora Bird also looks at Wald-san with appealing eyes as if to say “Please”. 

The Aurora Bird was so eager to be kept that it was even willing to sell itself~ 
“Wald-sama.” 

(..-Pii.) 

“Kuh... alright. Try not to let the guests or anyone else find out.” 

“Thank you very much.” 

(Pii!) 

Rosalie-san and the Aurora Bird’s superior eye contact finally made Wald-san break 
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down. 


un wy 


Good for you~ 
(Pii~) 


The children and Aurora Bird were rejoicing with each other. It was a strange scene, 
as if a conversation was taking place. 


u» n»n» 


Rosalie Neesama~ take good care of it~ 
“Yes, of course.” 

(Pii.) 

“Yes, I will be in your care as well.” 


Huh? Rosalie-san and the Aurora Bird were also communicating with each other in a 
humble way? No way, it’s just a coincidence, right? 


Rosalie Neesama~” 

“Yes, what is it?” 

“The Pastel Rabbits.” 

“Are you fine with two?” 

“Eh? Err... what do you mean?” 


«a 


Don’t you want more?” 
Allen and Elena asked Rosalie if there were any other Pastel Rabbits she wanted. 


Rosalie-san looked a little troubled and then looked at us as if she had made up her 
mind. 


“U, umm, I have... a request...” 
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What is it~?” 

“That... w, would you allow me to share them with my be-besties?” 
Rosalie-san would apparently like to give a Pastel Rabbit to her friend as well. 
“’Bebesties?”” 

Allen and Elena tilted their heads with a curious look on their faces. 


They were not used to hearing the word “bestie,” but it might also be because Rosalie- 
san was a little lost for words. 


“Allen, Elena, it’s bestie. It means a friend.” 
Ohh! Friends! Sure!” 

Allen and Elena agreed immediately. 

“Are you sure?” 

“Yeah, is okay~ What color?” 
“Takumi-san, is that really okay?” 


Allen and Elena agree in a lighthearted manner, so Rosalie-san confirmed with me as 
well. 


“Of course. Ah, but are there enough Pastel Rabbits?” 

“Eh, umm, there are two friends I would like to share with, so two would be enough...” 
“You don’t need to hold back, you can take all the children here, you know?” 

“N, no, that, there aren’t many people who get along with me...” 


Oh, shoot. I feel like I stepped on a land mine, though not intentionally. I heard that 
Rosalie-san had a lot of problems during her school days, so she probably doesn't have 
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a lot of people she gets along with. 


“Rather than having a bunch of superficial friends, having two best friends is more 
than enough. And so, what color would Vassar and Clark madams would like?” 


As I was pondering how to reply, Wald-san offered me a helping hand. 

Oh, did he just say Madam Vassar? 

“Is she Reginald-san’s wife?” 

“No, she’s the Deputy Commander’s oldest son’s wife. Senior Leonardo is my senior in 
the academy, as well as a senior in the Knights Order. Oh, that reminds me, they just 
had a child.” 


“Then, after all, wouldn't it be better to take more than one Pastel Rabbit for her?” 


“I wonder? The child is still a tiny one~ I think it would be better to confirm that with 
them first. Takumi, can you leave those guys at our place until we confirm?” 


“Of course, I’m fine with that. It’s fine right guys?” 


un wy 


Yeah, it’s fine~ 


The remaining thirteen Pastel Rabbits were to stay with the Ruven family for the time 
being, as we were to ask the wishes of the people we were giving them to first. 


“Sorry about that. The remaining Pastel Rabbits were going to be brought to the 
Adventurers’ Guild, weren't they? l'll make up for not being able to do that.” 


“They are a celebratory gift. And in the first place, our purpose for the Pastel Rabbit is 
to find someone who will love them, and money is secondary, so don’t worry about it.” 


I had always been averse to the idea of selling Pastel Rabbits, so giving them away to 
someone I knew would be the best for my heart. 


“Oniichan, Oniichan.” 


“What is it?” 
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un wy 


Give some to~ 
“Theodore-kun and.” 

“Latis-kun, too?” 

“Ah, that’s right. We should ask the Risner family, too.” 

The Count Risner’s family is the other family that looked after us. The sons of Cedric 
Risner, the head of the family, Theodore-kun and Latis-kun, have also been given a 
Pastel Rabbit in the past. 

But there is a daughter there, too, and they are three siblings. It would be fine if the 
three of them got along well with each other, but if they were fighting over them, it 


would be a big problem, so it would be better to just ask. 


So we decided to write a letter immediately. 
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CHAPTER 374 
SUDDEN TEA PARTY 


Rosalie-san wrote to two of her friends, and I wrote to the Risner family and... to the 
castle— Tristan-sama. 


I have noticed that we have given one Pastel Rabbit each to Grace-sama and Aurora- 
sama, but not Julius-sama. Well, it is likely that Grace-sama and Aurora-sama are 
taking care of their Pastel Rabbits together with Julius-sama, but I decided to just ask 


them just to be sure. 


Also, Wald-san said I should report to Tristan-sama that we have taken an Aurora Bird 
in our care. Pastel Rabbits were the main content, and Aurora Bird was the follow-up. 


Also, since we have become acquaintances, I have sent a letter to Richard-sama, the 
King’s brother, asking if he would be interested in one for his wife. That wouldn't be 
rude, right? 

“Have you heard back from them yet?” 


The day after I sent the letter, all the replies were delivered. 


“Fufu, yes. Ah, the letters to you were also addressed to our house, so I checked the 
contents first.—Here, this is it. Please check it, Takumi-san.” 


“Tm sorry to bother you.” 


The first letter, from Tristan-sama, was extremely brief. “Come the day after 
tomorrow.’ 


Well, he probably wants me to come over to explain about the Aurora Bird. Does that 
mean I have to take Aurora Bird with me secretly? I will have to keep it out of sight~ 


Well, we can bring it in a covered cage. 


It was also mentioned in the closing that they would like one Pastel Rabbit if possible. 
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“He wants us to come to the castle the day after tomorrow. We will bring a Pastel 
Rabbit for Julius-sama, so pick one for him.” 


“Alright~”” 

It didn’t seem to matter what color to bring, so I told Allen and Elena to secure one. 
“aN? Nn!?” 

“What~” 

“Is next?” 


The second and third letters were from the Risner and Ford families, respectively, 
asking if they could visit... today in order to receive the rabbits. 


“Err... today?” 

“Fufu, the letters addressed to Rosalie-san also seemed to have similar contents.” 
“Really?” 

It seems that the Vassar’s and Clark’s also sent a letter requesting an immediate visit. 
What is it? Tell us~”” 

“Umm, everyone would like to get the Pastel Rabbits.” 

”Ohh~”” 


I guess they didn’t understand the meaning of the conversation between Rebecca-san 
and I. Allen and Elena pulled on my shirt, appealing to me to tell them what it’s all 
about, and when I told briefly, they smiled happily. 


“So that means... four families want to come over today?” 


“That appears to be the case. I have already sent out the approval to all four families, 
and they are welcome to come. Oh, and that there will also be people attending them. 
Well, think of it as a small tea party.” 
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„I see, So basically, the Ruven family is hosting a tea party and there will be 
participants from all four families. 


I can't believe we are hosting a tea party so suddenly. Isn't it a lot of work to organize 
a tea party so suddenly? 
|” 


“Tm sorry! I have caused you inconvenience 


“It’s all right. Sudden visitors are quite common. It’s in the afternoon, so we have 
plenty of time to prepare. Besides, it’s a good opportunity for me to let Rosalie-san 
take the lead.” 


“Eh, so you are Keeping Rosalie-san busy then?” 

“I have asked Almeria-san to assist her, so I’m sure everything will be all right.” 
..Is this a part of Madam’s education? Is Rebecca-san surprisingly Spartan? 
“Oh my, what is it?” 

” 


“N, nothing! I have no thoughts 


I thought I was having a disturbing thought, but Rebecca-san smiled at me with a... 
nice smile. 


“Ah, right! It may be still too early, but how about a Pastel Rabbit for Lucario-kun? Or 
is it Rebecca-san’s turn to have another one?” 


Her smile was slightly scary, so I forced myself to change the subject. 


“Fufu, my, my, is it okay?” 


(CEL l wy 
. 


Of course 
Then Rebecca-san laughed and allowed me to change the subject. 


“Thank you. Well, I guess I will choose a son-in-law for my child after the guests choose 
theirs.” 


Was Rebecca’s Pastel Rabbit a female? I gave her the information I saw in the appraisal 
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when I gave it to her, but I don’t remember whose was the female and whose was the 
male~ 


“You can choose whichever child of your liking first.” 

“Thank you, but it’s okay. They are all very adorable.’ 

“I see. That’s fine then, but... don’t you think it’s not always the males that remain?” 
“My, then I will be choosing her a friend instead.” 

“I thought so~” 


Since there is no need to force the gender, it seems that either that remains will be 
fine. 


“Then, in that case... there will be three left?” 

If we brought back fifteen animals, one for Rebecca-san, two for Rosalie-san, one for 
Julius-sama, and two for each of the four families coming today... there will be three 
animals left? 


Three will be left~?”” 


“According to the arrangement. Well, if any of the people coming today want more than 
two, they can have them, though.” 


“'Veah~”” 


I heard that Reginald-san of the Vassar family has a daughter, so if his daughter wants 
one, she can have it. 


“Then I guess I don’t have to report it to the Guild this time.” 
“Oh, that’s good~”” 
“Yes, that’s right. Well then, while we have time, let’s pick out a child to take to the 


castle later and put it aside, and then we can go ask if there’s anything we can do to 
help prepare for the tea party.” 
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Maybe there is nothing we can help with, but I will check with Rosalie-san and 
Almeria-san just to be sure. 


“Oh my, you are going to help?” 

“We are kind of the cause of the problem, after all.” 

“Fufu, I knew you would say so, Takumi-san.” 

“Perhaps there is something I can do for you?” 

“I would like to ask you to make some tea cakes for us, but will you make it in time?” 
I see, tea cakes. I can help out with that. 


“It would be difficult if you asked for several kinds, but one or two kinds should be of 
no problem.” 


“Really? Then may I ask you to make them?” 

“Of course. I will get right on it.” 

After saying that to Rebecca-san, I decided to head to the kitchen right away. 

“ Oniichan, what will you make~?”” 

“Just a minute. I will think of something now.’ 

What shall we make? I would like to make something new if possible, but... I have to 
get to work right away, so if I can’t think of anything new... pound cake would be a safe 
bet. 

“Allen, Elena, think about what you want to eat before we get to the kitchen.” 


“’Okay~”” 


We headed to the kitchen, wondering what to make. 
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CHAPTER 375 
NEW SNACKS 


“Now then, what do we do~——Did you two come up with anything?” 

When we arrived in the kitchen, I first asked Allen and Elena for their opinions. 
Yes, yes!” 

“Yes, Allen-kun, Elena-san, go ahead.” 


» 
! 


“Yes! Allen would like a Yogurl snack 
“Yes! Elena wants to eat Yogurl one, too!” 

“Yogurt, huh.” 

Come to think of it, I haven’t made any snacks using Yogurl—yogurt, yet. 
“Hm, sounds good. Let’s make something from Yogurl then?” 


Yay ~ po 


I was thinking about frying up some pancake batter, dusting it with sugar and turning 
it into donuts. 


Donuts and yogurt-flavored sweet... yogurt ice cream or yogurt jelly would go very 
well together, so one of those will be the snack of the day. 


“Allen, Elena, if you had to choose between ice cream and jelly, which would you 
prefer?” 


”Both~”” 


“Ah, yes, I thought so. Well, both are easy to make, so let’s make them both~” 
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un 


Yay~!” 

Whether we serve them both or not, there’s no harm in making them. 
“Allen, can you whip the cream with the sugar?” 

“Ye~s.” 

“What about Elena~?” 

“Elena, you can mix Yogurl with salt and then stir in milk a little by little.” 
“Oka~ry.’ 

Firstly, we made ice cream and jelly at the same time. 


For the ice cream, mix yogurt, whipped cream and sugar, and freeze it in the ice cream 
maker. 


The taste is delicious even when frozen instantly, but the texture is smoother if you 
take the time to freeze it, so I’m really glad I had the ice cream maker made for me~ 


For the jelly, just mix yogurt with sugar and milk, then mix in the boiled and dissolved 
slime jelly and chill it. It would have separated from the yogurt when heated, so I 
would make it without heating it this time. All the ingredients are fresh, so it should 
be fine. 


We could probably add lemon juice to both, but this time I’m going for the original 
sourish taste of the yogurt. 


“And click?” 

“The jelly is ready, and we just have to wait for the ice cream to finish.” 
“Oniichan, Elena wants to click, too!” 

“Eh?” 


I just pushed the switch of the ice cream maker, but when Allen saw me pushing it, he 
said that Elena wanted to do it, too. 
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“Well, why not.” 


If that’s the case, we could make the yogurt ice cream again, this time with the berry 
jam mixed in at the end to marble it. For the berries... I think I'll use the mixed berry 
jam I got from the Fiji Company. 


“Then, Elena, can you mix this?” 
“Yes 

“Allen, too~” 

“You can do this one, Allen.” 
“Okay~” 


I got carried away and made not only Milk Berry flavor, but also yogurt ice cream 
mixed with Ichi and Oren. But I don’t regret it, because they all turned out delicious. 


“Then, let’s make the donuts next.” 

“Donats?” 

“What’s that~?” 

“It’s a deep-fried pancake batter snack.’ 

po 


“ Ohh~ sounds yummy~ Let’s make it, lets make it 


We swiftly made the pancake batter. We used somewhat larger portion of flour, so it’s 
a little firmer than fluffier. Then we started preparing to fry them. 


“This will come in handy so soon.” 
The thingy for scooping ice cream?” 
“Indeed. But, that’s not its exclusive use, it can be used for other things, too.” 


It is indeed difficult to fry them in the shape of a circle, so I decided to make them into 
round donuts by using the ice cream scooper. Stefan-san had delivered me several 
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different sizes of the scooper, which he had made for us. 

“I will fry them up then, you two take a step back from me.” 

“ Okay~”” 

I fried a few for now, sprinkled some sugar on them, and tasted them right away. 
“They are hot, so be careful.” 

Yeal” 


The two children blew on the freshly made donuts, letting them cool down to a certain 
degree before vigorously eating them. 


Wafu! Nn~~~2”” 

Following the children, I tried a donut myself. 

“Hot!——Yeah, I think it came out better than I expected?” 

“Allen loves this~” 

“Elena loves it, too~” 

If I had to be extravagant, I would prefer a fluffier donut, but... well, it’s the first time I 
have made them, so I guess that’s about as good as I can make them. Oh, I have heard 
that if you use white wheat as flour, it makes them fluffy. I could try that, too. 

“The taste seems good, so let’s fry them all up~” 

Lets fryyy!”” 


So, I fried the rest of the donuts. 


Oh, come to think of it, I can deep-fry anpan and cream buns to make andonuts and 
cream donuts, too. Let’s make those next time. 


a wy 


Will roll around~ 
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“Then, I will leave it to you.” 
Allen and Elena rolled the donuts in a bowl of sugar and covered them whole. 
“Alright, this was the last one.” 


”Finished~”” 


Come to think of it, there was also the chocolate coating. But, well, that will have to 
wait until next time. 


“Err, the current time is... it’s exactly noon.” 


u» Lunch P yy 


“Yeah. But, firstly, let’s report to Rebecca-san that the snacks are ready.” 


“Let's do that~”” 
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CHAPTER 376 
GATHERING 


At tea time, guests arrived at the Ruven residence one after another. The ones to 
receive them were Rosalie-san and Wald-san, Rebecca-san and Almeria-san. And then 
there was us. 

“Rosalie, once again, congratulations.” 

“Congratulations, Rosalie.” 


“Thank you, Celestia, Olga.” 


First, two women with blonde and light brown hair rushed over and hugged Rosalie- 
san. 


These are probably the two friends Rosalie-san talked about. 

Good friends~” 

“Indeed. They seem to get along well~” 

Rosalie-san was making a very merry face. 

“Celestia, can we? I know you are happy to see her, but let’s give our greetings first.” 
“Mhm. Sorry about that.” 

“Olga, you too.” 

“Yes, I know.” 

The two friends—Mrs. Vassar and Mrs. Clark, lined up next to their husbands. 


“I apologize for visiting on such a short notice. My name is Leonardo Vassar.’ 
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“Tm his wife, Celestia. I have taken you up to your word and brought my son, Alvard, 
with me.——This is the first time you have seen him, Rosalie, isn’t it?” 


“Hewwo.” 
“Fufu, he’s adorable. He looks just like you, Celestia.” 


The Vassar family greeted us, first. Today there were three of them, a couple and a boy 
of about three years old. 


“It’s an honor to make your acquaintance. I am Harrison Clark.” 
“Tm Olga. This is our daughter, Maery. Thank you very much for allowing us to visit.” 


The Clark family then introduced themselves. The Clark family consisted of a couple 
and a girl about one year of age. 


“Welcome, ladies and gentlemen. I hope you will enjoy our hospitality. Please come 
this way.” 


Rebecca-san, as our representative, said a few words of hospitality and immediately 
led the guests to the lounge. Rebecca-san and Almeria-san then left the room. 
Apparently, they would not be attending the tea party. 

“Wald, I am sorry for interrupting you so early on your honeymoon.” 


After settling into his seat, Vassar-sama first offered his apologies. 


“Don’t mind it, senior Leonardo, please don’t be so formal today. Oh, that’s right, both 
senior and Clark-dono are meeting Takumi for the first time, aren’t you?—Takumi.” 


“Erm, it’s nice to meet you. My name is Takumi Kayano.” 
“Tm Allen.” 

“Tm Elena.” 

“Vassar-sama, Clark-sama, thank you for stopping by today.’ 


Wald-san spoke up, so the children and | greeted them. 
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“Kayano-dono, you can call me by my name, Leonardo, to distinguish me from my 
Father. I have heard a lot about you.” 


“Tm very grateful for Reginald-san’s help that time. I will accept your kind offer and 
call you Leonard-sama then. By all means, please call me by my name as well.” 


“You should at least use ‘-san’ there, Takumi-kun.” 

“I understand, Leonardo-san.” 

First, I made acquaintance with Leonardo-san, Reginald-san’s son. 

“This is my first time seeing you all properly. Please, call me Harrison by all means.” 
“Certainly, isn’t this our first time chatting normally, isn’t it?” 

“Indeed. We have only met each other when filling the paperwork?” 


It seems that Harrison Clark-sama did not have that much friendship with either 
Wald-san or Leonardo-san. 


But still— 

“Wald-san.” 

“What is it, Takumi.” 

“I feel uncomfortable with your polite way of speaking.” 
“Ta~ku~mi~ What are you bringing up now!” 


“No, I mean, I can’t... get used to it.” 


When pointed out Wald-san’s way of speaking, Leonardo-san and Harrison-sama 
started laughing with amusement. 


a Haha.” 


“Wald, you really are like brothers.” 
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“Yes, you seem to be having fun.” 
Lately, I have been told more and more that Wald-san and I are like real brothers. 
“Sorry to digress. Are you a civil servant, Harrison-sama?” 


“You can talk to me as if you were talking to Ruven-dono, Takumi-dono. There’s no 
need for the ‘-sama’.” 


“Thank you. I will call you Harrison-san then. You can call me casually, too.” 


“Pardon me, it’s not in my nature to call others without honorifics. I will keep it like 
that. So, to answer your question, I work at the financial department.” 


“Oh, financials!” 


As I was talking with the two husbands, I noticed that Mrs. Vassar and Mrs. Clark were 
staring at me with interest. 


“Erm... Mrs. Vassar, Mrs. Clark, did I do something rude, perhaps?” 


“Fufu, of course not. Rosalie has written in her letter about you, so I was only curious 
about you a little. I’m sorry for staring at you. But I hear you are a very impressive 
person~” 


“Rosalie seemed quite merry from her letter, you see.” 

“Eh, Rosalie-san, I mean, just what did Rosalie-sama write about me?” 

“Fufu.” 

What on earth did Rosalie-san write in her letter about me to the two of them? 


I couldn’t help but look at Rosalie-san, but she just smiled at me and didn’t seem to 
want to elaborate. 


“Oh dear, you don’t have to address us with honorifics, just be casual as you have been. 
Of course, we will do the same.” 


“Yeah. You can call me Olga, just like Rosalie does.” 
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‘Tm fine with Celestia, or Celes!” 


“Nonono! I consider Rosalie-san a family, so I think it’s okay to call her like that, but 
there’s no way I can call you two like that.” 


“Eh, why?”” 
The two ladies looked at me as if I was truly strange. 


“I don’t know much about the society of the nobility, but wouldn't that be bad for 
your reputations?” 


“It’s not like I’m sneaking behind my husband's back, so isn’t it just fine?” 
“Indeed~ and we are going to be friends for a very long time anyway.” 
Both Celestia-san and Olga-san seemed to be surprisingly refreshing people. 


I guess that’s why they are friends with Rosalie-san, without being influenced by 
rumors and so on. 


“Hey, quickly, call my name.” 
“Right. Quickly, quickly~” 
“Celes Neesama?” 

“Olga Neesama?” 

Qh my!”” 


I was hesitant to call the two ladies back, but Allen and Elena, who had been watching 
the situation, called them instead. The two wives got very happy. 


“That sounds nice!” 


“It does. Do they also call you Neesama, Rosalie?” 
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“Yes, they do.” 

Rosalie-san looked quite happy, too. 

“Then, next is Takumi-san’s turn. Ah, I can call you Takumi-san, right?” 

“Okay, go ahead.” 

“Ehh~—The two husbands over here, please stop your wives.” 

“There’s nothing wrong with calling them like that.” 

“Indeed. It’s not like Olga would give up anyway, so just call them the way they want.” 
I tried to get help from Leonardo-san and Harrison-san, but they abandoned me. 
“,-Celestia-san, Olga-san. You are both pushing too hard~” 

“My, this much is normal.” 

“Right, right. The other side won't understand unless we don’t speak clearly.” 


“Takumi-san, Celestia and Olga have always helped me by debunking the false 
accusations made against me.” 


I see, for Celestia and Olga, words are a weapon to defend Rosalie. 
“You have found great friends.” 
“Yes, that I did.” 


While we were socializing with the two families, Cedric-san with Theodore-kun and 
Latis-kun, and Richard-san and his wife also arrived at the Ruven residence. 
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CHAPTER 377 
A PLEASANT DISCOVERY 


“Richard-sama, Madam, we welco—” 
NARI?” 
“Eh, what is it!?” 


Before we had even finished greeting each other, Allen and Elena suddenly pointed 
their fingers at Richard-sama’s wife. 


“Hey! Allen, Elena, you can’t point your fingers at people.’ 
I immediately cautioned the children and made them put their hands down. 


“Madam, I beg your pardon.” 


“It’s okay. You must be Takumi, and this must be Allen and Elena. Nice to meet you, I 
am Charlotte Ford, Richard’s wife.” 


“Thank you for your politeness, Mrs. Ford.” 

“Oh my, you can call me Charlotte.” 

“Is that okay?” 

“Of course.” 

Charlotte-sama greeted us with a gentle smile, despite the children’s rudeness. I had 
heard that she had light brown hair and pale green eyes, but she seemed like a very 


gentle person. 


“Richard-sama, welcome to our home. I’m sorry to bother you so quickly, but... may I 
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have a bit of your time?” 
“N? What is it?” 


It would be rude if it were true, but I beckoned to Richard-sama and called him to a 
little distance away from others Then, in a small voice, I whispered in his ear. 


“Um... your wife seems to be pregnant, are you perhaps not aware?” 

Allen and Elena pointed to Charlotte-sama, and it was around Charlotte-sama’s 
abdomen. I immediately realized that there was another kind of magic power coming 
from her. 

After all, the children had pointed out before when Almeria-san was pregnant. 


“Eh? Really?” 


“It’s in the very early stages of pregnancy, but I can feel another the magic power, so 
I’m sure of it.” 


Richard-sama sounded stunned when I pointed this out. 

When we had met before, I had given Richard-sama a “Blue Rose Drops”, a pregnancy 
medicine, so it was no surprise that Charlotte-sama was pregnant. However, because 
Richard-sama and his wife seemed to be having trouble conceiving a child, I whispered 
a confirmation to him. It was a delicate matter, after all. 

Having said that, Charlotte-sama still appears to be quite young, so in my opinion, 
there was no need to panic so much, but... the nobility get married and have children 


pretty early. Maybe it has something to do with that. 


“Erm... Excuse me, I know it’s not something to get into too deeply, but I dare to ask. 
Did you use the medicine?” 


“No, well... I’m adjusting to my work right now...’ 
“Then, you haven't used it yet?” 


y yeah m 
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It seems to be a natural pregnancy. 

“Are you sure about this, Takumi-dono?” 

“Yes, I have no doubt. The magic power seems to be stable as well.” 
“Really!—Charlotte!” 

“What is the matter, Husband? Have you finished your private talk?” 

Richard-sama called out to Charlotte-sama in a hurry. 

Charlotte-sama was waiting for us while Richard-sama and I were talking secretly, 
smiling at us without interrupting anything. She didn’t show the slightest sign of 
discomfort. 


“Are you feeling sick, dizzy, or otherwise unwell?” 


“Tm perfectly healthy. What’s wrong all of a sudden?” 


u» y” 
. 


There’s a baby 
a 

Before Richard-sama could tell her, Allen and Elena revealed it. 

Well, I think it would be more correct to say that they read the air and kept quiet up 
to this point. In a manner of speaking, while Richard-sama and I were talking, they 
were holding back without saying anything. 

“Husband, is that the truth?” 

“Takumi-dono said that he has no doubts.” 

“I can already feel the child’s magic power.’ 


Charlotte-sama started to cry. 
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un 


Hurting?”” 


“Allen, Elena, you are wrong there. I’m sure she’s overjoyed.” 


u» wy 


I see~ 


Allen and Elena were worried because Charlotte-sama started to cry, but when I told 
them that she was crying with happiness, they looked relieved. 


Charlotte-sama cried for a while, and then she expressed her apologies in an 
embarrassed manner. 


“I am sorry. I didn’t mean to make you feel uncomfortable.” 


“No, it’s all right. Your eyes have become swollen. Would it be better if I asked them to 
prepare something to cool down your eyes rather... than using magic to heal it?” 


Is it okay to perform healing magic on someone who is pregnant? 
“Yeah. It might be better to avoid magic, just to be safe.” 

“Then... —” 

“Here, please use this.” 


I wanted to hurry to get something to cool her down, but as soon as I uttered the word, 
“Then,” a wet towel was held out in front of me. 


It was arranged by Rebecca-san, who had come out to greet them together with us. As 
expected of her. 


“Charlotte, it might appear rude, but would you like to go take a rest for today?” 

“No, I am fine. We were invited over with great consideration, so let’s stay.’ 
Richard-sama asked Charlotte-sama if she wanted to go home, but she shook her head. 
Normally, she would probably want to go home immediately and see a doctor. But even 


if I said here that she doesn’t have to restrain herself and go home, Charlotte-sama 
probably wouldn't nod her head. Well, it will be only a few hours difference at most, 


traitorAIZEN 51 | 187 


and in that case, it would be better to start the tea party quickly. 


“Well then, if you feel any change in your condition, please don’t hesitate to voice out 
your thought.” 


“Yes, I will do that. Thank you.’ 

So, I finally led Richard-sama and Charlotte-sama to the lounge. 

“You took your time, Takumi.” 

As soon as Richard-sama and Charlotte-sama settled into their seats, Wald-sama, who 
was dealing with the guests who had arrived earlier, quietly approached me and 
quietly asked me if something happened. It had been some time since we had left to 
receive them, after all. 


“Sorry about that. We got a little too absorbed in chatting.” 


“That's fine, but... I can’t help but worry something happened, because it’s you we are 
talking about.” 


Wald-san? Because it’s me? What do you mean by that? 
When I stared back at Wald-san, he averted his gaze. 


“W, well, Takumi, you are the host of this tea party, so entertain the guests, yes, 
entertain the guests.” 


“T will remember this.” 


I should be definitely entertaining the guests, so I will question Wald-san later. 
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CHAPTER 378 
TEA PARTY 1 


That’s how the tea party began, but unfortunately, there was trouble. 

“No need to be this stiff” 

Richard-sama had a troubled expression on his face. 

The other three families, who did not expect Richard-sama, the King’s younger 
brother, even though he was married away, to come to today’s tea party, were 
stiffening up. 

What is it~?” 

Allen and Elena tilted their heads curiously at the sight of everyone. 

“It looks like we surprised them.” 


“Ts that so?” 


“Yeah. That is so~ Why don’t you guys bring the Pastel Rabbits over to ease everyone's 
feelings?” 


“’Oka~y.”” 


At any rate, I decided to have the children bring the Pastel Rabbits, who were waiting 
in the adjacent room. 


At first I thought we would enjoy tea and deepen our friendship, then I would bring 
the Pastel Rabbits out... but I think it’s their time to shine already. 


“We brought them~”” 


Soon Allen and Elena brought the Pastel Rabbits. 
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“This way~” 
“Come in~” 


As expected, the two of them could not carry the twelve Pastel Rabbits, so they brought 
them behind them like a procession of ducks. 


“Umm... so they all followed you?” 
“Yeah! They are all good kids.” 


The Pastel Rabbits seemed to listen to the children. The two should not have had the 
Training skill, but... it’s mysterious. 


un n»n» 


Come and play~ 


At Allen and Elena’s command, each of the Pastel Rabbits went to the person they were 
interested in. 


“Oh my, how adorable.” 
Charlotte-sama picked up the purple Pastel Rabbit that came to her feet. 


That was the signal for the others who had been frozen to begin interacting with the 
Pastel Rabbits. 


Rosalie-san’s beloved rabbits were also brought over by a maid, so Rosalie-san also 
had rabbits on her lap to pet. 


“There’s so many of them.” 
“Were they all found by Allen-kun and Elena-chan?” 
“Yeah, that’s right.” 


Theodore-kun and Latis-kun, who had been released from the tension when the 
nervous adults started playing with the Pastel Rabbits, began to talk to Allen and Elena 


happily. 
“Say, Rosalie. Why do these Pastel Rabbits approach us without caution, and why don’t 
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they run away when we pick them up?” 


“I wonder about that, too. Even if they are well tamed, they usually don’t approach 
anyone except their owners, right?” 


Celestia-san and Olga-san were petting the Pastel Rabbits and looked at them as if they 
were “truly mystified”. 


“You know, they have been like this since Takumi-san and the children brought them 
back. So I’m not quite sure.—Do you know why, Wald-sama?” 


“It’s precisely because it was Takumi, Allen, and Elena who brought them back. I’m 
sure that the scent, magic power or something else emanating from the three of them 


have made them lose their guard. Oh, no, was it their charm?” 


Rosalie-san, who couldn't answer the questions from her friends, asked Wald-san for 
help. Then, Wald-san said something outrageous. 


What do you mean by scent! What scent! I have no words for the charm either, though! 


“Wald-san, what do you mean by that! Stop talking as if something weird was leaking 
out of our bodies!” 


“No, something is definitely leaking out of you guys, Takumi! Otherwise, there 
wouldn't be so many things happening around you that I can’t explain!” 


“It hasn’t happened that many times!” 


“Stop lying! How many times have you brought home this many Pastel Rabbits 
already!? Come on, answer me!” 


“Um, four times?” 


“Normally, it happening once would already be considered a miracle. Four times is just 
crazy!” 


If this was just about the Pastel Rabbits, then I wouldn't have anything to do with it, 
though~ 
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Besides, if people didn’t approach Pastel Rabbits with the “I will get you!” mindset, I 
feel like they would seek protection from people much more often~ Well, that’s not 
something I have verified, so I guess that’s a weak argument from me. 


“There are many other things, too! You really are causing all sorts of things to happen!” 
“I heard a bit about Takumi-dono and kids, but it was quite shocking~” 

“I know, right!—Hear that!?” 

Wald-san insisted. And Richard-sama agreed with him for some reason! 

“Still, I can’t agree with the word ‘causing’! We just get involved in stuff!” 

I apparently have a constitution that gets me caught up in things! 

“Stop getting caught up in things then!” 


» 
! 


“It’s already too late by the time I notice 
“Notice earlier then!” 

“How do I go about that!?” 

“Use your intuition!” 

“Eh? Intuition!?” 

“That’s right. Intuition! Avoid things using your instincts!” 

“That’s absurd.” 

Everyone who saw the exchange between me and Wald-san chuckled. 
“I apologize for making a scene.” 


Wald-san, realizing that he was being laughed at, blushed and hurriedly apologized. 


“Kuh... fu, you two really get along well.” 
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“Senior” 


Leonardo-san wanted to laugh hysterically, but he muttered while desperately trying 
to hold it back. 


“Rosalie, it’s good that your family is so close~” 
“I’m so glad you married into such an excellent family~” 


“What has been happening to you until now was abnormal. Happiness will follow from 
now on.” 


“That's right.” 
“Thank you both. I am already happy now.” 


For some reason, Celestia-san, Olga-san, and Rosalie-san were all acting warm and 
fluffy. 


I wonder how bad the situation was for Rosalie-san. Makes me wonder what her life 
has been like!... Well, I can’t ask that easily. 


“ Oniichan, Oniichan. 


Just as I was feeling relieved that Wald-san’s hounding(?) ended, Allen and Elena 
called for me while tugging on my clothes. 


“What is it?” 


«a wy 


Leave this~ 
“To Allen.” 
“And Elena.” 
The children suddenly declared, brimming with confidence. 
“Err... What do I leave to you?” 


I asked the kids back, not knowing what they were talking about. Then the kids said 
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something outrageous. 

“Instincts!” 

“Intuition!” 

You have definitely got it wrong! 

What Allen and Elena want me to entrust to them is asking them what direction to go, 
according to their intuition and instinct, right? The exact opposite of what Wald-san 


was talking about! 


‘Well, I don’t know if you two understand properly, but what Wald-san was telling 
us~... was to avoid following the direction you guys felt like going in, you see?” 


Not follow~?”” 

“Yeah, to don't follow... that’s what we have been talking about.” 

I knew it! The two wanted to push forward according to their intuition! 
”Huh~?”” 


The children tilted their heads puzzled, and the laughter that had once settled down 
returned. 
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CHAPTER 379 
TEA PARTY 2 


“Fufu.” 

“They are amusing children, right?” 

“Yes, just as I heard~” 

Richard-sama and Charlotte-sama were smiling at each other. 


If it were just their appearance, they would be an enchanting and beautiful couple, but 
the content of what they are talking about was disturbing to me. 


“..Richard-sama, just what have you spoken about us?” 


“N? I was just going along with what I had heard from my brother and others, and 
what I experienced the last time we met. 


“Going along.” 


“Everything from how great you are to how you act out of the ordinary. I don’t keep 
secrets from my wife, you see?” 
|” 


“Please hide a few things for me 


I’m all for the ideal husband who doesn't hide things from his wife, but... I wish you 
would have obscured a few details! 


There, there.” 
As I hung my head down in my hands, children patted my head from both sides. 


Then everyone who saw it laughed again. 
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“Oy~ Takumi? Why don’t you raise your head already?” 


I was slightly embarrassed and couldn't look up, so Wald-san called out to me with a 
voice that contained a hint of laughter. He was totally amused. 


SaN?” 

Then, for some reason, something was placed on my back and my head. 

It was Allen and Elena who were putting... something on me, right? 

“Wait a minute. What are you putting there?” 

“I~ wonder~ what~?”” 

I could feel that the number of things put on me was gradually increasing. 
And that something was warm. Could it be... Pastel Rabbits!? 

“Pastel Rabbits? Hey, Allen, Elena, it’s dangerous, they will fall.” 

“It’s fine~” 

“They are holding tightly ~” 

I warned the children to stop, but they loaded me with more Pastel Rabbits. 


“Seriously, wait a moment. Just how many have you put on me?” 


«a y” 
. 


Let’s see... Six 
“Six! Eh, did you add another one just now!?” 

“With this.” 

“It’s eight.” 

It seems that I had a total of eight Pastel Rabbits on my head and back. 
“I can't get up, so can you put them down, please?” 
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“non” 
The kids refused. 

Moreover, everyone else just giggled and didn’t seem to want to help me. 
“Can't be helped.—Float.” 

I used wind magic to float the Pastel Rabbits and raise my body to catch them. 
“Ah~...” 


The children who were holding a ninth and tenth Pastel Rabbit to put on me let outa 
disappointed cry. 


Besides, upon closer inspection, four Pastel Rabbits were waiting at the feet of the 
children. They were not calling them over, but all the Pastel Rabbits were assembled, 
including Rosalie-san’s two Pastel Rabbits. 

“Did you plan to put all of them on me!?” 

Yeah” 


They replied cheerfully. 


“Gee~ just what were you trying to accomplish~—Now, now, you guys return to 
Rosalie-san.” 


At any rate, I told Rosalie-san’s Pastel Rabbits to go back to their owner, and the two 
animals headed obediently towards her. 


“Oh my, they listened to what Takumi-san’s said.” 
“Indeed. They seemed to understand his words.” 


Seeing the Pastel Rabbit listening to me, Celestia-san and Olga-san murmured in 
admiration. 


“It might have been because of my Training skill, I guess? Well, anyway, and more 
importantly, everyone, have you found your favorite child?” 
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Conveniently, all the Pastel Rabbits have returned to me, so I will let each of them 
decide which Pastel Rabbit to take home with them. 


“Then shall we start with Richard-sama and Charlotte-sama?” 
“No, we're fine with being last.—What do you think, Charlotte.” 


“Yes, I like each and every one of them. They are all adorable. Let the children choose 
first.” 


I wondered if the order of status would be for the better, so I approached Richard- 
sama and Charlotte-sama first, but they both gave up their turn. 


So, Theodore-kun and Latis-kun chose first, then Celestia-san and Olga-san chose after 


some consultation, and finally, it was Charlotte-sama’s turn to choose. At any rate, each 
of them chose two rabbits, so now the destinations of the eight rabbits were decided. 


«a wy 


Obaasama. 
“Yeah. One of them will go to Rebecca-san.” 

“Then, the other three~?”” 

There were three Pastel Rabbits remaining. 

“Leonardo-san, you have a little sister, don’t you? How about taking one for her?” 
“Is that alright?” 

“Of course.” 

“Thank you. I’m sure she will be delighted.” 


Leonardo-san also chose one to give to Reginald-san’s daughter, so now there were 
two of them left. 


“Takumi, Senior has two little sisters.” 


“Eh, is that so!?” 
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I was surprised when Wald-san pointed out to me that Reginald-san had two 
daughters. 


“Leonardo-san, you should have told me.” 


“No, well. The Pastel Rabbits are usually very hard to come by. And yet, I have already 
been given three of them, so...” 


“Please don’t hesitate to speak out. I will be happy as long as I can give them to 
someone who will love them.” 


So, Leonardo-san chose another one, and there was only one Pastel Rabbit left. 
“Hey, Takumi-san.” 


I decided to choose a Pastel Rabbit for Rebecca-san first and let Elena hold it, while I 
held the remaining one and looked around at the tea party participants. 


Then Olga-san called out to me in a reserved manner. 

“Yes, what is it?” 

“If you don’t mind, could you give that one to me for my little sister?” 
“Of course.” 


Good. Now all the Pastel Rabbits had owners. 


u» wy 


Take a good care of them, okay~ 


Allen and Elena concluded with a few words, to which everyone responded in the 
affirmative. 


I’m sure the Pastel Rabbits will be cherished by their new families. 
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CHAPTER 380 
TEA PARTY 3 


“Ah, now that everyone seems to have relaxed a little, why don’t we enjoy a cup of tea?” 


u» wy 


Yay~ Snacks~ 
Now that the homes of all the Pastel Rabbits have been decided, I thought on moving 
on to the tea party, which was the original purpose of today’s event. People were so 


nervous that they didn’t drink any tea at all right after the tea party started. 


The tea was completely cold, so I asked the servants to brew us a new pot of tea and 
serve it with the new snacks. 


“I haven't seen these before. Takumi, are these new ones?” 
“Yes, they are. They are donuts and yogurt jellies.” 


It was winter now, and the ice cream would melt inside, so today I’ve prepared yogurt 
jelly instead of yogurt ice cream. 


“I thought so at the castle too, but Takumi-dono’s cooking skills are amazing.” 
“Truly. It’s very delicious~” 
Richard-sama and Charlotte-sama were praising the snacks. 


“How about it? Would you like to work at our mansion?” 


(CEL wy 


No way~ 
“My, oh my, the kids turned me down before the person in question could answer.’ 


Richard-sama’s offering of a job(?) was met with Allen and Elena’s refusal. It was me 
who was offered the job, though~ 
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“My Dear, if you keep saying something this outrageous, the children will come to 
dislike you.” 


“That would be troubling.” 


Richard-sama, rebuked by Charlotte-sama, looked at Allen and Elena with a troubled 
face. 


“Have you come to dislike me already?” 
“Won't take.” 
“Our Oniichan?” 


“I won't, I won't. When I have a favor to ask of your brother, I'll ask Allen-kun and 
Elena-san together, so you won't be separated.” 


u» wy 


Then, is fine~ 
“I see. I will be relying on you at that time, then.” 

The conversation was over before I had time to interject. Well, it’s fine. 

“I see, in order to win over Takumi-dono, you must first win over his children.” 
“Richard-sama, did you need something?” 

“N? That, of course, was just to let Charlotte eat something good.” 

“Ah, yes, I see~” 


I really didn’t know what Richard-sama wanted to do, so I asked him frankly, and he 


answered simply. 


However, Charlotte-sama smiled happily at the reply, and Rosalie-san, Celestia-san, 
and Olga-san were entranced with flushed expressions. Richard-sama seems to have 
captured the hearts of the ladies. 


“If you want to know how to cook something, whether it’s a dish or a sweet, I'll teach 
you what I can. So there is no need to hire me.” 
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As one would expect, I can’t easily teach anything related to the Fiji Company’s 
business, but otherwise, I’m happy to give out recipes. 


“Ts that so?” 


I don’t know why Richard-sama looked at Wald-san, as if he didn’t believe what I was 
saying. 


“Takumi doesn't keep that kind of knowledge to himself. Rather, he discloses it so 
easily that it worries us.” 


“Isn't that to Takumi-dono’s detriment?” 

“I think he’s doing a good job there. The business association with which he’s in 
contact are also very firm, and they make arrangements on Takumi’s behalf so he can 
receive profits even if he does not say anything.” 


“How do you know so much!?” 


Wald-san answered Richard-sama’s question smoothly, but his explanation was so 
precise that I thought he had seen what I was doing! 


“N? The people you are personally acquainted with are also our acquaintances, and of 


course we get information about what is going around in Rubia, too. But it’s mainly 
because the Fiji Company reports to us on a regular basis.” 


things.” 


Ah, yes, it’s not surprising that Rebecca-san is able to guide the kids well and get them 
to say everything she wants to hear about our trips. My kids remember things that 
have happened well, so they’! tell her exactly what she wants to hear. 


“I listened about your little incident of capturing the pirate’s ship with an 
indescribable look on my face, ya know?” 
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«a » 
1? 


They even knew that we had encountered a pirate ship that we had not dared to 
report! 


“Come to think of it, I heard that a pirate who had been raging around the Serdik 
nation had been captured, but it was Takumi-sama who had resolved the problem, 
huh?” 


“Takumi-sama is truly amazing~!” 


“That's enough talking about pirates! It’s already something that happened in the 
past.” 


I forcefully tried to end the conversation. 

“Oh my, I would like to hear more about your bravery, Takumi-san.” 
“That's right, I also want to hear more~” 

“Me too, I want to hear more!” 
“Me too!” 


But Celestia-san, Olga-san, Theodore-kun, and Latis-kun all wanted to hear more. 


“Allen-kun, Elena-san, can you tell us the story of how you defeated the pirates?” 


«a wy 


Sure~ 


When Cedric-san targeted Allen and Elena, the children smilingly agreed to tell them 
the story. 


“Eh, wait a moment!” 

I hurried to stop the kids. 
“Can't~?” 

“Why~?” 
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“Eh, why, you ask...?” 

The kids looked up at me with curious looks on their faces. 
But when they asked me why... I was at a loss for words. 
“Erm, you see...” 

“Say, why~?”” 


“I see no reason why not. Allen, Elena, you can tell us all about your adventures to your 
heart’s content!” 


“Alright~!”” 


In the meantime, Wald-san gave his permission, and Allen and Elena happily began to 
share their travel adventures. 


The stories were about the “Dungeon of Colors” from around the time we boarded the 
ship—mainly from the time we left for Serdik and came back. 


Perhaps because of their training in reading picture books, their adventure stories 
were told in a amusing way, as if they were putting on a kind of show, and the adults, 
as well as Theodore-kun and Latis-kun, listened to them with sparkling eyes. 


The adventure storytelling continued until the tea party was over, and all the tea party 
participants left with Pastel Rabbits in their arms, satisfied that they had enjoyed 
themselves. 


The day after the tea party, while delivering a Pastel Rabbit to the castle, I went to 
show the Aurora Bird to Tristan-sama, who gave me a look of utter dismay and said, 
“Don't let people find out.” It seems that I was able to avoid his scolding. Thank 
goodness. 


However, when it came to the newly freeze-dried rice porridge and stew that 
Matthias-san reported, I had to explain at length, as he did not let me finish easily. 
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CHAPTER 381 
XX SKILL 


“Oh, there you are. Long time no see, Takumi.” 


«a » 
a 


As I was walking on the street, a beautiful man suddenly approached me, calling out 
my name. 


The other man was talking as if he knew me, but I had no recollection of having met 
this man. 


“Allen and Elena also seem to be doing good.” 


Unyu?” » 


He seemed to know Allen and Elena too, but they also tilted their heads curiously, as 
if they didn’t recognize the man. 


“Err... who might you be?” 
Long blue hair and golden eyes. I’d say he was in his late 20s or early 30s. 


He had quite an eye-catching appearance, so I don’t think I would ever forget him if I 
ever met him again~ 


“Me, it’s me. Kaiser.” 
“E, ehhh!? Ka, Kaiser!?” 
“’You are Kaiser?” 


To my surprise, the beautiful man introduced himself as Kaiser. 


The magic power I felt was indeed Kaiser’s, but I could not believe it. 
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I hurried to appraise the man in front of me. It turned out that he was definitely Kaiser, 
the Leviathan. 


...His status was full of uncertainties as ever, though. 
“You really are Kaiser! Eh, why did you take on a human form?” 


“N? Do you not know about the Humanification skill?” 


coun yoy 
? 


Humanification~ 
Me and the kids all tilted our heads. 

“It’s a skill that allows you to become a human.” 

“Ah, I see!” 

Eh, Humanification skill? So something like that existed~ I wasn’t aware it existed. 
That’s amazing~” 
“I'm great, aren't I~” 


Allen and Elena walked around Kaiser and observed him. 


Kaiser also showed off by extending and bending his arms as if to show off to the 
children. 


Watching the three of them, I had a thought. 
aust: Hey, Kaiser, did you acquire that skill just recently?” 
“N? I’ve had it for some time already.” 


..Kaiser had the Humanification skill for a while? So, is that skill among the 
unreadable part of his status? 


“I see, I see now. Let me ask you something, Kaiser...” 
“N? What is it?” 
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“Did you acquire the Humanification skill before you were asked to protect Allen and 
Elena?” 


Five years ago, no, it was six years ago now, wasn't it? When Allen and Elena were 
born, Kaiser was asked to protect the children as the Water God’s retainer. However, 
Kaiser was a Leviathan who lived underwater. If he went to the city to protect the 
children with his huge body of several tens of meters, he would have risked wrecking 
the city. For that reason, he had to refuse the request... that’s what he said when we 


met him before. 


I was convinced that Kaiser had given up on protecting the children because of that 
reason, but then I realized that... he should have simply used Humanification then. 


Kaiser seemed to have realized what I was trying to say. He looked disappointed. 
“Tm sorry! I completely forgot all about this skill at the time!” 
Kaiser immediately apologized. 


“Are you angry? I don’t want to make any excuses but, my first Humanification took 
place after I met you, Takumi.” 


“After you met us? So you never tried the skill before?” 

“Yeah. I was never interested in becoming human.” 

“I see. Then why did you suddenly remember the skill?” 

When Kaiser told me the reason, well... it made sense. If Kaiser had took the the 
children under his care, I would never have met them. He apologized honestly, and I 
don’t blame him for this. 


But then, why did he suddenly used a skill he had long forgotten? 


“After getting to know you, signing a contract with you, albeit a temporary one, and 
making a connection with you, I had a sudden urge of wanting to meet up with you 


guys.” 
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“Eh... is that so?” 
“That's right. You don’t call for me at all, you know?” 
“Ah, yes, that’s right.” 


I have never summoned the Kaiser, because there are only a limited number of places 
where he can be summoned in the first place~ 


“I thought to myself, if I can’t get him to summon me, then I should try to do reverse 
summoning myself” 


“Eh, wait a minute! Come again?” 


“I thought I would try to reverse summon you.” 


» 
! 


“Reverse summoning? What is that? I have never heard of it 


“It’s means, I intended to summon you to me.” 


» 
! 


“That's exactly what the name implies, isn’t it 


So does that mean Joule and the others can summon me too? I'll have to examine it in 
detail next time. Or rather, perhaps Joule and the others could take on human forms, 
too! Let’s look into the Humanification skill later! 


“But you see, reverse summoning means that only Takumi, the contractor, can be 
summoned. That would mean separating you from the children.” 


“That wouldn't be good!” 


u» y” 
. 


Not good~ 
That would mean leaving the kids behind and suddenly disappearing, wouldn't it? 


If we were at the Ruven house, that would be one thing, but if we were outside the city, 
or in a dungeon, that would be dreadful! 


“I know. That’s why I endured. And while I was trying to figure out what to do, I 
remembered the skill.” 
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“I see, so that’s how it happened.” 

I’m sure Kaiser was very considerate of our situation. 

I’m really glad I wasn’t the only one summon to him. 

“Mhm, that’s how itis. I thought of going to see you myself recalled the Humanification 
skill. But when I started using it, I couldn’t even keep it up for half a day before I 


reverted back to my original form.” 


“Half a day!? Eh, what about now, then? You wouldn't suddenly revert back to your 
original form inside the city, would you?” 


“Tm a hard worker. I can now stay in my human form for a few days without any 
problems!” 


I don’t know how hard he was working on it, but if he could keep it for only half a day 
and it extended to a few days, he must have worked very hard. 


“I see. You worked hard.” 

“Mhm. By the way, Takumi, the way you speak is different from before.” 

“Huh? Sorry... I mean, I apologize?” 

“You don't have to rephrase. I’d rather you speak the way you do now.” 

“Oh, really? Well, I'll take your word for it then.” 

Certainly, I was speaking politely when we met before. I think I felt dwarfed by Kaiser, 
the Leviathan, so I was speaking politely. But today, to my surprise, my speech was 


casual. 


“How many days have you been in your human form for? How many more days do you 
think you can stay that way?” 


“Well, I think I'll be fine for three more days, I think.” 


“I see. Then stay in the city... Speaking of which, Kaiser, how did you get here and how 
did you enter the city?” 
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“N? I came running in a straight line, relying on the magic power of my scales that I 
had given to you for directions. This was the only human dwelling I had entered, but I 
got in by going over the wall before dawn.” 


No way, to think he was trespassing. No, but is it otherwise impossible for the Kaiser 
to enter the city? It would be cute for the soldiers to stop him at the gate, but if they 
found out he was a Leviathan, all hell would break loose, and if they didn’t find out, I 
have a feeling that he would be unappraisable and all hell would break loose anyway. 


“Umm... anyway, for the time being, be careful that people don’t see you going in and 
out of the city.” 


“Mhm, | hear you.” 

Let’s see if we can somehow get a guild card for Kaiser. 

“So... what is it? Ahh, you will need some time to move out of sight, so you can undo 
your Humanification safely, so that would make one or two days at most, but would 
you like to take a look around the city?” 


“Can. 1?" 


I invited Kaiser, who had probably never been to a human city before, to join us fora 
day or two of sightseeing. Then, Kaiser showed an overjoyed expression. 


“Of course, you can—Right, Allen, Elena.” 
“Yeah!” 

“Allen will show you around!” 

“Elena will take you to see some fun places, too!” 
“I will be in your care!” 

The kids were also eager to show Kaiser around. 


However, the sun will be setting soon, so we won't be able to show him around in 
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earnest until tomorrow. 


Then, what about a place for Kaiser to stay? As expected, we can't let Kaiser stay at the 
inn alone. But that doesn’t mean we can go to an inn... I’m sure people will object to 
that. Mainly Rebecca-san. 


I wonder if it would be better to be honest here and negotiate with the Ruven family 
to let us take Kaiser to stay with us. I’m not going to tell them that he’s Leviathan, just 
that I bumped into someone I know. 


“Kaiser, we don’t have much time left today, so we will have to wait until tomorrow to 
do areal tour of the city. Let’s give you a quick look around the town on our way home. 
And I don’t know how long you sleep, or what your habits are, but I know people sleep 
at night, so try to be as accommodating as possible.” 


“Mm, I understand.” 


At any rate, I have to make sure that the kids and Kaiser properly keep his true identity 
in the dark. 
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CHAPTER 382 
JUST LIKE THAT 


“Welcome back. I heard you have a guest with you...... is that person Allen-chan and 
Elena-chan’s father?” 


“Eh?” 
“Mu?” 
u» 


Uniyu?”” 


When I brought Kaiser over to the Ruven residence to confirm with Rebecca-san if he 
could stay with us, Rebecca-san made a surprising remark when she saw Kaiser. 


Kaiser’s hair color was slightly lighter than the children’s, but the color combination 
of his hair and eyes was indeed the same. 


“H, he’s not!?” 

I hurriedly denied it. 

“Oh my, is that so? If he really was the father, I thought we could have a little chat... I 
was so confused by the similarity of the coloring of the two that I was quick to assume 
that he was the father. I’m sorry.” 


I was a little scared because Rebecca-san’s eyes weren’t smiling as she laughed. 


Rebecca-san seems like someone who would lecture even the Water God-sama. Well, 
I would also love to have a word or two with him, so I guess we are the same. 


“So, Takumi-san, who might this gentleman be? A friend of yours?” 
“He’s my acquaintance and—” 


“I am Kaiser. Albeit only temporary, I have formed a contract with Takumi.” 
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“A contract?” 
“Umu, I—” 
“Kaiser!” 

“Mu?” 

Rebecca-san asked me about Kaiser and I started to talk to her to introduce him, but 
Kaiser himself came forward. Moreover, I told him to keep quiet about being a 


Leviathan, but I didn’t mention anything about the contract, so Kaiser tried to 
introduce himself casually. 


“Takumi-san, what did he mean by contract?” 
“Err you see...” 


“I don’t see you as a business person, so it’s not a sales contract or anything like that, 
is it?” 


What to do? What do I say?” 

“Sheesh, Takumi-san~ You have got a big wrinkle between your eyebrows. Don’t be so 
anxious, I am definitely not trying to get it out of you, okay? I want you to stop lying 
and deceiving me, but I’m not going to force you to reveal your secrets. So if you tell 
me honestly that you can’t tell me, I won't ask any more, okay?” 

Rebecca-san’s is so magnanimous, I felt like crying. 


“Ah~... it’s going to be a tremendously shocking story, you see?” 


“If Takumi-san is willing to talk about it, of course I will listen. If you don’t want me to 
tell anyone, I won't leak it. But, Takumi-san, you don't have to force yourself to talk.” 
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“I trust you, Rebecca-san, as I trust the rest of the Ruven family, so I can’t tell you 
everything... but I would like to tell you what I can!” 


So we called Matthias-san and Wald-san over to introduce Kaiser once again. 
Unfortunately, Velio-san and Almberia-san were not available, and Rosalie-san had 
just gotten married, and | kept surprising her, so I decided to put them on hold, so it 
was just the three of them first. 

“Takumi, what did you do this time?” 

Wald-san spoke as if I have done something wrong as soon as he joined us. 


“Why are you assuming that already!?” 


“If anyone tells me they have something to say about you, of course I would assume 
you did something again.” 


That’s too terrible of you. 
“I didn’t do anything, okay?” 


“Tm telling you, the children and your contracted beasts also belong to that area. Can 
you Say again that you haven't done anything?” 


If you say that, then I can’t deny. 


“So you did something again! N? I’ve never seen this one before. Is it something about 
him?” 


“Yeah. Let me explain.’ 
So I immediately told them about Kaiser in a direct manner. 
“He’s Kaiser. I will omitt his race, but Kaiser is a monster I formed a contract with.” 


“Hah!?” 
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The first to react was Wald-san. Matthias-san and Rebecca-san looked surprised 
without words. 


“He’s currently using a skill called Humanification to look like this.” 
As expected, I couldn't tell them about him being a Leviathan. 
“Humanification skill, huh... so it really exists.” 

“Are you aware of it?” 


“I remember reading about it in an old lore book. One Tamer’s monster that turned 
into a human being saved the country, hundreds of years ago.” 


So there had been monsters that had been used Humanification and had been by 
people’s side before. Good thing there was a precedent! 


“That is incredible. So the Humanification skill can make you look perfectly human?” 
Rebecca-san seemed genuinely impressed. 

“By the way, Takumi. You said you're going to omit his race... we already know about 
Fenrir and Celestial Tiger, but if you’re going to keep quiet about his race, does that 
mean it’s even a bigger deal? Is that it?” 

“-Hahaha~” 

I gota sharp interjection from Wald-san. 

Come to think of it, that’s right~ I’ve already divulged Fenrir, Celestial Tiger, and 
Scarlet King Leo, these big names, and to hide Kaiser’s race here is like saying he’s a 


super big deal, isn’t it~ 


“Takumi. Why don't you just say it? These people are worthy of your trust, aren't they? 
From now on, I plan to visit you guys often anyway.” 


... see, so Kaiser is planning to come by often? I didn’t mean to exclude him from the 
group, but I somehow assumed that Kaiser would be just an occasional visitor. 


“..What should I do, Wald Niisan?” 
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“Y, you, why do you call me your big brother only at times like this...” 
I looked at Wald-san, not sure if I should tell them or not. 


“Let’s see~ if he’s even more incredible than Joule-chan and others... is he perhaps a 
dragon?” 


wy 


“’Ohh~ great guess~ 


cou yy 


As Wald-san and I were engaged in a silent attack, Rebecca-san quietly mentioned her 
prediction. Then, Allen and Elena easily answered. 


Without saying a word, I, Matthias-san and Wald-san looked at each other. 


“Then, there is a possibility that Joule-chan and the others will be able to take on 
human forms soon, no?” 


Ohh! Will they?” 


“We now know that this skill exists, so the chance is not zero.” 


ay yp” 
. 


Can’t wait 


The children and Rebecca-san were happily carrying on a conversation without regard 
to our reactions. 


...Rebecca-san, you really are a magnanimous person, with a lot of guts... I once again 
reaffirmed that she was a really dependable person. 
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CHAPTER 383 
DRAGONS 


“Rather than that! Allen, Elena! I told you not to expose Kaiser’s race! You can’t say 


» 
! 


something like ‘great guess’ when talking about his race 
NARI?” 


“Gee~ exposing it this time won't be a problem, but if it were anywhere else, there 
would be a huge uproar!” 


“"Fhehe~”” 


“Make sure to be careful next time!” 


(CE2 n»n» 


Yess~ 
It’s okay that this time, since we were in the flow of “Let's talk about it...”, but it would 
be a problem if someone pointed out that “Is he a dragon?” and they said, “Correct” 
when they really shouldn't have said it. That’s why I cautioned them properly. 
“Takumi-kun, is this Kaiser really a dragon?” 

“Yeah, well... he’s from dragon species.” 

He’s from a species near the top of the dragon family. 

“Like the other children, I’m amazed that you were able to contract him.” 


Matthias-san looked impressed. 


“Actually... Joule and the other kids were given to me by a friend, so I wasn’t really able 
to contract them because of my ability. Kaiser too, I was able to contract him only 
because he brought it up himself.” 


“Eh, is that so?” 
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“Indeed.” 


When I explained, I was slightly depressed because I was reminded that it wasn’t my 
ability. 


The only contracts I have signed on my own so far... were the Pastel Rabbits. 


“Uhm, so just to confirm, this Kaiser? Kaiser-dono? Ah! Geez! Can I talk normally!? Or 
should I be speaking politely!?” 


Wald-san started to speak, but he didn’t know what kind of attitude to take toward 
Kaiser, so he got confused. 


Wald-san wondered if he should be friendly to Kaiser, who is my contracted beast, like 
the other children, or should be polite to him so that he would not be angered, since 
he was a dragon. 


“Err, what do you think, Kaiser?” 
“N? Just call me Kaiser, casually. No need to change the way you talk to me.” 


I don’t know how Kaiser wants to be treated either, so I asked him (the dragon), and 
he said that they can treat him casually. 


“That would be helpful. So, Kaiser had a contract with Takumi for a long time, right? 
But the fact that we’ve never met means that you’ve been going your separate ways. 


Why did you come all of a sudden? Were you doing some task that you finished, so you 
came back?” 


“Umu. It’s simple. I just wanted to see Takumi!” 

“O, ou... I see.” 

Kaiser answers Wald-san’s question with his chest puffed out. 

Perhaps because the response was unexpected, Wald-san was slightly dismayed. 
“Well, whatever the case, if Kaiser is going to spend time in town, make sure he knows 


what the rules are over here. If something goes wrong, it will be your responsibility, 
no matter what, Takumi!” 
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“I understand. I'll make sure to teach him well.” 

“Umu. I don’t want to cause any trouble for Takumi either. I'll be careful.” 

Wald-san reminded us to be careful. Well, it was a reminder for me. 

“It looks the discussion is settled. Let’s have dinner together then.” 

After we all finished dinner, Rebecca-san prepared a guest room with two beds for 
Kaiser. I can only say that Rebecca-san’s arrangement to prepare double beds instead 
of a single one, anticipating that I would not leave Kaiser alone on his first sleepover, 
was a good one. 


“Tm Kaiser, the Leviathan. Pleased to meet you.” 


Since Rosalie-san and the others were also present at the dining table, the 
introductions between Kaiser and Joule’s group happened there. 


Everyone introduced themselves individually. 


“Takumi’s contracted beasts are quite proper~ They’re still kids, so I’m looking 
forward to seeing their growth.” 


“Ah, Kaiser. Joule, Feat, and Vector are small because of their skill, so it’s not like they 
are children.” 


“Whut?” 


I think they are adult animals according to their true body size... Come to think of it, I 
didn’t check with them properly. I’m sure they are young adults, right? 


“Hey, how old does a contracted beast need to be, to be considered an adult...?” 


“They are usually treated as an adult after their first year. That being said, if you ask a 
real adult animal, I’m sure they would still call them youngsters~” 


Around a year? That’s a pretty early age to be treated as an adult animal. 


But, well, I’m now sure that Joule and the others are all adults, in a sense. 
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“What is it, Kaiser?” 

Kaiser, who had mistaken Joule and the others for children, suddenly fell silent. 
“Kaiser?” 

“Umu. I also have this Miniaturization skill.” 

“Huh?” 

After he fell into silence, he spilled something unexpected next. 

..He can use the Miniaturization skill, too? 

“Eh, then, can you turn smaller like Joule and others?” 

“Umu. Probably.’ 

Here, a new shocking fact was revealed. 

“I would like to see how small you can get, but I think you would have to go back to 


your original form once... so you can’t do it right now. Kaiser, you can try it when you 
get back to the ocean. So see how much smaller you can get.” 


» 


“Umu. 


“Depending on your size, you might be able to stay with us for a long time, just like 
Joule and others.” 


“Oh, right! I will try it immediately upon my return!” 


If he, who is as big as a large building could only get small as a small house, it would 
be indeed impossible to take him around with us, so we need to verify how small he 
can get first. 


The ideal size to carry around with us would be the size to wrap around our necks like 
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a scarf. 


“Ah, and also check if it is possible to go from humanized form to the shrunken one 
directly.” 


“Roger that.” 
If he has to go back to his original size first, we will have to be careful. 
“Still... today was a day full of surprises~” 


“ Surprises~ 


“So, Kaiser, we will be showing you around town tomorrow, is there anywhere you 
would like to go or do?” 


“Let's see~ I’m interested in people’s food. The food we were served earlier was quite 
good, but I would like to try more.” 


“Is your usual diet raw meat?” 


“Umu, monster meat. The best thing I have tested so far was a Sapphire Dragon.” 


a y” 
. 


Dragon 
The children’s eyes twinkled at the mention of dragon meat. 
“Allen wants to eat it too!” 

“Elena as well!” 


“Mu? But Sapphire Dragons are quite difficult to find. It’s an occasional treat for me 
too. I'll bring you a Blue Dragon as a present one of these days.” 


a Really?” 
“Umu, I do not lie.” 


“Thank you! Looking forward to it!”” 
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“You can count on me!” 


I don’t know what’s going on, but it looks like I’m going to get my hands on some 
dragon meat. 


“Kaiser, are Blue Dragons so easily found to make this promise so casually?” 
“Blue Dragons are the lower class of dragons. There are a lot of them.” 
“Eh, lower-class? All dragons have a high rank, don’t they?” 


“From a human’s point of view, even a Blue Dragon would be a reasonably powerful 
being.” 


According to Kaiser, there are different grades of dragons: lower, middle, and higher. 
In terms of Water Dragons, the lower rank is the Blue Dragon, the middle rank is the 
Water Dragon, and the higher rank is the Sapphire Dragon. And the one who stands at 
the top among Water Dragons is the Water Dragon King. That is Kaiser. 


Even though they are the same Water Dragon species, they don’t have much 
camaraderie, and it doesn't look like they are all friends or anything. 


He apparently gets along well with some... or rather, they become his subordinates, 
while others are bloodthirsty and quarrelsome, who get beaten to the ground by him. 


And so, the present he wants to bring back would be one of those beaten dragons. 
“So, is there a Dragon King for each attribute, then?” 


“I don’t think so. I have never met one, but the ocean is vast. It is possible that they 
exist somewhere.” 


“I see~” 


Incidentally, wyvern is a general term for dragons that fly in the sky, while non-flying 
dragons are called drakes. So, it turns out that the wyvern Charo that we know is 
actually a Brown Dragon in terms of race. 


The scales of dragons are colored according to their attributes, so the Ochre-colored 
Charo is an Earth Dragon. 
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This means that the wyvern in the castle were actually of various races. There were 
reddish ones and greenish ones, too. 


Next time I see wyverns at the castle, I will remember to appraise them. 
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CHAPTER 384 
TOURING AROUND 


The next day, we showed Kaiser around town. 
“Here is the weapon shop~” 
“And here is where they make chairs and stuff~” 


“Houhou. Something smells good over there. What is that place?” 


«ay y” 
. 


Bakery 


The children took turns introducing the stores, and Kaiser, attracted by the smell, 
wandered over to the bakery. 


“There are all kinds of stuff in here~ Can I eat whatever I want from what they have 
there?” 


“No, you can't~” 

“You need money to pay for it~” 

“Money? What’s money?” 

I see. Kaiser doesn’t know about the concept of money. But, well, it’s given. 

“Money is, well... a kind of tool to exchange for other things.” 

It is difficult to explain about money right from the beginning, isn’t it~ 

“Err, ‘selling’ means offering something and getting money for it. When we offer 
money to get something, it is called ‘buying’...We sell the fangs and skins of monsters 
we get to the store to get money, and then we use the money to buy bread. Well, there 


are other ways to get money, but remember that you need money to get what you 
want.” 


traitorAIZEN 88 | 187 


“Humm, I see, I understand.” 
I explained as concisely as I could. 


“So monsters can be turned into money. If that’s the case, my scales and other things 
can be sold for money, right?” 


“..Well~ I think you shouldn't do that~” 

If you sell Leviathan’s scales, you will make a big fuss. 

Moreover, it would attract a lot of attention. 

“Mu? You mean I can’t sell my scales?” 

“No, no. You will get a great deal of money for one scale. For sure.” 
“Really!” 


Kaiser was a little disappointed that he couldn't sell them, but knowing he can— 
Wah... he showed a joyous expression on his face with flowers fluttering behind him 
in the background. 


“Yeah. It’s just not something you often see, so | think it might raise quite the ruckus. 
Rather, it certainly will!” 


“I don’t like ruckus.” 
Kaiser looked reluctant, as he seemed to have a dislike for noisy places. 


Even though he’s a Leviathan... he has a lot of human expressions, which makes him 
easy to understand. Well, it’s better than being expressionless. 


“Anyway, you don't have to think of ways to get money, Kaiser. If there’s anything you 
want, just tell me. Let’s start with bread, then.—Allen, Elena, pick out the bread with 


» 


him. 
Okay!” 


Allen and Elena pulled Kaiser’s hand and entered the bakery. 
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“Ohh~” 

“This one is white bread~” 

“This is brown bread~” 
“Fumufumu. So, what’s this one?” 
“Erm... what was it again?” 

“Haha. It’s the whole wheat bread.” 


That” 


For some reason, Allen and Elena could not remember the whole wheat bread. Well, 
basically all we eat is white bread, buns and stuffed bread, so they did not have many 


opportunities to eat it. 


» 


“Fumufumu. I see, there are many varieties. N? This one smells a little sweet. 


u» y” 
. 


It’s jam buns 
“Hoh~ jam buns? Is it tasty?” 
“It’s sweet and yummy!”” 

Allen and Elena look entranced, with palms on their cheeks. 

Seeing the children like that, Kaiser’s expression twinkled. 

“I see, so it’s yummy. I would like to try that.” 

“Roger that. Just the jam buns, then? Or is there more you would like to try?” 
“Please!” 


“Allen wants to eat, too~” 


“Elena also~” 
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Allen and Elena raised their hands and insisted, as if to say that it was unfair that only 
Kaiser got to eat. 


“Kaiser, there are a lot of food stalls and food vendors in this district. I’m going to buy 
everything you are interested in, so can you share a little of each with the kids? If I buy 
everything you want to eat for the kids, they won't be able to finish it all. Ah, if you 
don’t want to share, you can refuse.” 


“I don’t mind. Kids, why don't we eat together then?” 

“Yes! Thank you!” 

“Umu, good reply.” 

This is what I think, but Kaiser’s food intake is probably so large that he will be able 
to buy and eat food from a variety of stalls. Of course, the kids will want to eat the 
same food. But buying all of that for the kids as well would surely be over their 
capacity. 

They could share with me, but I think that Kaiser would probably still outweigh the 
amount of food I can eat by a lot, so I negotiated with Kaiser from the beginning. I’m 
sure this would have prevented a future where the kids ate too much and had stomach 
problems... 

“Well, let’s get the buns first.” 

We took the buns we bought and headed for the area with many stalls. 

“Ohh~ I can smell the delicious smells coming from all over the place~” 

“Well then, which one do you want to try first?” 

“Umu...” 


Kaiser compared the various stalls and began to look seriously troubled. 


“You don’t have to worry that much, it’s not like you can’t eat anything but what you 
choose.” 


“No, however...” 
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“By the way, if you like something, you can always buy it again later.” 
“Ohh! I see!” 
Kaiser's eyes lit up. 


I wanted to think it was my imagination, but I had a feeling that Kaiser was also 
surprisingly a glutton. 


«a nn 


Kaiser, Kaiser. 
“N?” 

“Allen wants to eat that!” 

“Elena likes that!” 

“Umu, both looks delicious. Let’s try them.” 
“Yay” 
Allen and Elena pull Kaiser’s hand and head for the stalls. 
“Takumi, what’s this?” 


“It’s grilled skewers. What kind of meat is this, Mister?” 


“We have Horn Rabbits today. It’s seasoned with either curry salt or herb salt, both of 
which have recently become available!” 


“Curry salt!” 
Allen and Elena’s eyes lit up at the mention of curry salt. They both love curry flavor. 


Or rather, they seem to be using the Easy Salt Series. Is it becoming much more 
popular? 


Kaiser, on the other hand, looked slightly disappointed when he heard that it was Horn 
Rabbit. Well, Horn Rabbit meat will be of lower quality compared to Dragon~ 


traitorAIZEN 92 | 187 


“What do you want? Curry salt one? Both?” 

“Both!” 

“Yes, yes.—Mister, I apologize for the small order, but please give me one of each.” 

“I don’t mind. You are trying foods at various stalls, aren’t you? There are a lot of 


people like you, who eat small portions because they visit various stalls.—Here, 
thanks for the wait! Be careful, it’s hot.” 


«a y” 
. 


Thank you 
The owner handed each child one of the skewers. 

The children immediately shared the skewer with Kaiser. 

“Mu? Mumu?” 

“How is it? Does it suit your tastes?” 

“I thought Horn Rabbit meat wasn’t much, but this is pretty good!” 
He seemed to have liked it. 


«ay 


Let’s get that one next~!”” 
“Umu, right! Takumi, please!” 


“Yes, yes.” 


The kids and Kaiser were eating their way through the stalls, one after the other, trying 
to conquer it all. 


“Are you Satisfied?” 

“’Satisfied~”” 

“Umu. I still feel like I haven't eaten enough, but I’m generally satisfied!” 

If he is satisfied with this amount of food, Kaiser must be eating a little more than the 
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average adult male? 


I put the additional food I secretly bought from the stalls we visited in my Infinite 
Storage just in case he wouldn't have enough, but it seems there is no need for it. 


“Then, let’s go back home while looking around the stores.” 
“’Okay~”” 


We decided to return to the Ruven residence, taking a different path than the one we 
came in on. 
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CHAPTER 385 
CHILDREN, THE GUIDE 1 


Second day of sightseeing. Today, we were going to places recommended by the 
children. 


Unless there was an incident and a checkpoint was set up, it is not common to be asked 
for identification when going out of town. So Kaiser slipped through the gate together 
with us, and we got on Joule and friends at an out-of-the-way place. 


“Where are we going?” 


«ay wy 


Secret~ 
And so, we arrived at the... Dungeon of Large Animals”. 
That’s so Allen and Elena, if you ask me! 

“Hm? This piled up magic power... ahh, so it’s a dungeon!” 


“Are you knowledgeable about dungeons, Kaiser?” 


“Tve only seen it, because they were also underwater. But I’ve never entered. Or rather, 
I couldn't get in. I see, I can go inside now!” 


Kaiser looked thrilled. 
Well, with Kaiser’s original size, he wouldn't be able to go through the entrance of the 
dungeons, right? Then it’s no wonder he’s never been in one. So, it seems that the 


children’s guidance was not far off the mark. 


“I think there are only very weak monsters from your point of view, but... would you 
still like to try?” 


“Umu, I want to try. Let’s check it out.’ 
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If the Kaiser was okay with it, there was no reason for me to object, so we decided to 
enter the dungeon right away. 


“Hou, hou, I see. So this is what it looks like inside.” 

Kaiser looked around with interest. 

“This is the first floor’s hall. And that is the transfer device. In this dungeon, there are 
ten levels, and you can go back and forth between them. However, you can only use 
the device to get to the floors you have been at.” 

“Fumu. Then, I can’t use it yet, can I?” 

“That's right.” 

“Well, it’s my first time here, and I think Pll enjoy it better if I go in order!” 

The children urged us to go quickly, and we entered the first level. 

“Mu? Something’s coming.” 

“It’s Horn Rabbit.” 

“Ohh! Horn Rabbit! If we defeat it, we can eat yesterday’s skewers!” 

He was quick to say that. Kaiser launched a Water Ball in a very fast motion. 
Immediately after that—boom... and a huge explosion resounded through the 
dungeon. There was also a huge cloud of dust. 

“Kaiser! That’s too powerful! Hold back a little more with your output!” 

“(((((Ohh~ amazing~)))))"" 

“It’s difficult to hold back. The meat I’ve just found is...” 

This is my guess, but the Horn Rabbit must have burst into little pieces. 


In contrast to my panic, the kids look impressed. 


“Mu? Ohh!? Takumi, Takumi! What’s that?” 
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‘Ah, that’s loot.” 

”Meat~”” 

When the area cleared, Kaiser saw a package of leaves in the place of the Horn Rabbit. 
The Horn Rabbit was torn into pieces, but the drop item did not seem to be affected. 
“That's how you get loot in the dungeon.” 

I picked up the package and unwrapped it. 

“The loot you obtain is random, so it could be horn or pelt, but this dungeon has a 
nickname: ‘Dungeon of Meat’ because of the high probability of finding meat. So, I’m 


sure this one will also be... —” 


I opened the package to show Kaiser that the contents were probably meat... Then, we 
found a generous amount of ground meat inside for some reason. 


“Well, that’s new.” 

“ Ohh~”” 

“The meat got broken into a lump of pieces.” 
“So you can also get ground meat, huh~” 


If the monster that the loot dropped from got shattered into pieces, will ground meat 
drop? 


“Mumu... does a lump of meat drop normally? Does this count as a failure, then?” 
“Nono, you got it all wrong.” 
“Is that so? Weren't you surprised that something you cannot use dropped?” 


“This meat can be used. There are times when I mince the meat like this on my own, 
too.” 


“Hamburg!” 
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“Fried minced cake!” 
(And curry! It was in a bread!) 
(Buns! Those were yummy, too!) 


As I explain to Kaiser that ground meat is something that can be used, Allen and Elena, 
Joule and Vector named specific dishes. 


Even if I had only cooked it a few times, they could remember it well. 

“All of them are dishes I’ve never heard of! Do all of them use this shattered meat?” 
“((That’s right!) )”” 

“Fumu, then we'll have to get some more of this shattered meat!—Oh, here it comes.” 


A Horn Rabbit appeared at just the right moment, so Kaiser immediately defeated it 
as he did before. In the end, there was no trace left of it. 


“How is it, Takumi?” 

“Err... oh, it’s ground meat again.” 

“Ohh, so we got it!” 

I wonder if different ways of defeating monsters affect the loot they drop? 
“Kaiser, try taking it easy next time.” 

“Got it.” 


The next time, I asked Kaiser to beat it with less force, and what we got was a lump of 
meat. 


So, the next time, I had him beat him without leaving a trace, and we got ground meat 
again. 


By the way, Kaiser did all the fighting. Usually, the children who would run out the first 
chance they got... were quiet. Is it because Kaiser was leading them today? If it was 
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always like this, I would have a little more to do~ 


“The loot you get depends on how you defeat monsters... what a mysterious place this 
dungeon is.” 


“It certainly is a mysterious place... but I have never heard of the loot changing 
depending on how you beat the monsters.” 


«a wy 


Never heard~ 
“Ts that so?” 
“Yep, this is the first.” 


It’s not impossible that not all adventurers know this information... but I have never 
heard of it before. 


“Then, do you want to experiment some more?” 
“Yeah. Let’s do that.’ 


After that, we proceeded through the dungeon, defeating the monsters in various 
ways. 


As I had expected, when Kaiser defeated the monsters without any restraint, he always 
got ground meat. So, perhaps my hypothesis was correct. However, neither I nor the 
children were able to smash the monsters into tiny pieces without leaving a trace, so 
I could not verify it! 


This time, I also learned that the act of... killing living beings without leaving a trace 
of them is difficult unless you are of a high level. 


Well, at any rate, those who come to the dungeon would rather get lumps of meat than 
ground meat, so I guess it doesn’t matter if they can’t chop the monsters up into little 
pieces! 


“Well then, I think it’s time for a meal. What would you like to eat?” 


» 
! 


“I want something with this ground meat 
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“Allen too!” 
“Elena as well!” 


“Roger that. Let’s see~ Speaking in terms of ease of preparation, I would say curry, 
or... Saboro gohan (ground meat bowl)?” 


“’Soboro gohan! What’s that!” 
The children were quick to show interest in the dish I had never made before. 


“It’s sweet and salty fried minced meat on top of rice. Oh, how about a three-colored 
rice bowl with stir-fried egg and Ena grass?” 


“((That sounds good!))”” 
“ Three-colored bowl?”” 

“Are you okay with that too, Kaiser?” 

“Umu. For me, any kind of dish is new. I'll have whatever the kids want.” 


So I made a quick three-color rice bowl. 


It was a simple dish, but the kids loved it, as did Kaiser. 
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CHAPTER 386 
CHILDREN, THE GUIDE 2 


After eating dinner, we resumed the capture of the dungeon, and at the sixth floor, we 
naturally took the hidden route. Well, I drew plenty of Nippy Liquor while were there. 


Kaiser was also interested in the Nippy Liquor, but I desperately tried to stop him from 
drinking it here because the effects of drinking it all would be immeasurable. Then, as 
a compromise, I handed him a magic bag to fill full of the liquor. I told him to drink it 
after he got back to the sea. 


“Waterball.” 


By the time we had completed the sixth floor, Kaiser had become much more 
disciplined, so he was no longer bursting monsters into little pieces. 


“Oh, Takumi, we got some pretty big chunk of meat.” 

“Indeed. I think I will slice it into thick pieces and serve it as a steak.” 

“What is a steak?” 

“It’s just grilled meat. But you can season it in many ways.” 

You can simply use salt and pepper, the Simple Salt Series, garlic shoyu, butter shoyu, 
grated ponzu, sweet sauce, and even the yakiniku sauce... it can be seasoned in many 
ways. 

“Why don’t we have barbecue before you leave? That way we can eat different kinds 
of meat with different flavors, and maybe we can find out what kind of flavors you 


prefer, Kaiser.” 


“Ohh! I’m looking forward to it!” 


“’((Yess~ Yay~))”” 
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When I said that I was going to do barbecue, Kaiser, of course, was delighted, but so 
were the children. 


“Since that’s the case, we will need more meat!” 

Yeah!” 

“Nono, we already got all kinds of meat!” 

(You can’t say that, Oniichan. There’s a lot more around!) 

“Tm telling you that we have enough!” 

“Alright, let’s go, everyone!” 

“((Ohh~!))”” 

They wouldn't listen to me. 

With Kaiser in the lead, Allen and Elena, Joule and Vector ran off in search of meat. 
(Niisama, you won't be able to stop them in a dungeon, anyway.) 

(That’s right. Since it came to this, you would be more peaceful to let them act freely.) 
(Indeed! I don’t think they will stop no matter what you say!) 

“That’s true. Shall we chase after them, then?” 

(((Okay~))) 

I chased after the kids who ran ahead with Feat, Bolt, and Mile. 

“Takumi, you finally came. Here, more meat.” 

“Eh, you have already killed this many?” 

As soon as we caught up with the children, Kaiser handed me a large amount of meat. 
“Oniichan, this too~” 
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“I also have more~” 
Allen and Elena were also busy bringing in the meat they had acquired. 
“There’s more!?” 


“We just happened to run into a flock.” 


«ay wy 


There were so many~ 
“Is that so? I didn’t hear any heavy fighting, though!?” 

“We cleaned them up all in no time, you know.” 

I know that with Allen, Elena, Kaiser, Joule and Vector, it would have been over in no 
time, even if they had been swarmed! But isn’t it strange that there was hardly any 


thud, bang or boom sound? 


“It was over So easily... Well, that’s okay. You simply have that much combat potential. 
I just wondered how you beat them.” 


“Well, if you cut them up with magic, they won't make that much noise.” 


I see. So they didn’t use Waterball or any other kind of magic that would make a bang, 
but they did it with a cutting magic. No wonder there wasn’t much noise. 


“Ah I wy 
. 


While I was listening to the explanation, it seemed that another monster appeared, 
and the children were prepared to defeat it. 


“ Water Blade.” 
“Nn | 2% 


The Water Blade that Allen and Elena released cut off the head of the Jumbo Elk that 
was coming toward us in a blink of an eye. And with almost no sound at all. 


“Wait a minute!? Eh, what was that just now!!” 
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“It’s a higher version of a Water Cutter, I guess?” 


“Ah, yes, I know that it’s that kind of magic. I wasn’t asking about that, I was asking 
how the twins know how to use that magic...” 


“N? I taught them just a little while ago.” 
“When!?” 
Kaiser was teaching the children magic. 


“But, that’s how it happened, huh. When you ran into the herd, you used that magic to 
cut them up, didn’t you?” 


“Umu, that’s right.” 

That explains why the battle was so quiet. 

“You were able to master it properly. Keep it up, kids.” 
“Yeah!” 

“Alright, let’s continue.” 

(Me too, me too!) 

(Me too!) 

“Umu, umu, I know.’ 


At first, Kaiser was curious about the dungeon and was fighting ahead of the pack, but 
now it seems that he has begun to focus on teaching the children. 


(They don’t intend to stop, huh.) 

(Indeed. They seem to be having a lot of fun.) 

(They are so excited!) 

Just as Feat, Bolt, and Mile had expected, they continued collecting meat at large. 
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However, after defeating the boss of the tenth floor, due to the time Kaiser could stay 
in human form, the dungeon attack came to an end. 


”Ehh~”” 
“It can’t be helped. After the steak tasting, it’s time for Kaiser to go home.” 


Well, Allen and Elena would have been willing to go all the way to the bottom, but as 
expected, it was impossible to conquer the intermediate level dungeon in a single day. 


So we left the dungeon and started a barbecue party at a place away from the highway. 
“Ohh! This is tasty.” 

“This one is yummy, too~” 

“This is tasty as well~” 

Kaiser tried all the flavors, but he liked them all and could not decide on the best one. 
But he remembered the names of all the flavors, which made it easier for him to 
request what he wanted next time. 


“Umu, Takumi, I had a lot of fun.” 


“Tm glad to hear that. Have a safe trip. Also, do you remember what to do the next time 
you come?” 


It was decided that the next time he comes, he will Humanize and then call out to me 
with Telepathy and I will summon him over... 


“Umu, I know. Next time I'll gather plenty of gold from the sea and bring it back to you 
so you can feed me all sorts of things again.” 


Kaiser was completely pleased with the food. 


I gave him a couple of meals, but it looks like he won't have enough... But 
unfortunately, Kaiser’s magic bag is time sensitive, so I couldn't give him too much. 


It might be better to prepare for his Telepathy to arrive sooner than later. 
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«oy wy 


Dragon~ 


“Umu, umu, Water Dragon, I know. I haven't forgotten about it. l'll bring you some fresh 
ones.” 


Yeah?” 
Allen and Elena reminded him not to forget their souvenir dragon. 
|” 


“No, seriously! Kaiser, I urge you not to be overly enthusiastic about this 


“N? Takumi, don’t be so reserved~ You and I, Takumi, are friends! Don’t be shy! Oops, 
if we talk too long, I will transform back before I reach the sea! So long!” 


Kaiser gallantly ran toward the sea. 


The next time Kaiser comes, things are going to be dreadful. 
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IDLE TALK 16 
KAISER’S TURNING POINT 


I am Leviathan, the ruler of the seas. I am also a servant of the Water God. 
I spend my time drifting in the seas and doing as I please. 

One day, I received a call from one of my compatriots. 

(Can you hear me?) 

(Umu, I hear you. This voice, is this Chief-dono?) 


The one who contacted me was Chief-dono, a retainer of Water God-sama like me, and 
the leader of several retainers. 


(I need you to protect human children.) 
Human children? Me? 

(Protection? Who are these children?) 
(They are the children of Water God-sama.) 
(What! Water God-sama’s children!) 


I was surprised that Water God-sama had children. I had never heard of such a story 
before. 


„N? Wait a minute, by protection, she means...? 


Chief-dono had indeed meant that. Does that mean his children are on the surface 
world? 


(Why are his children on the surface world?) 
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(They are children born of a human.) 

(1?) 

My goodness! Children born of a human!! 

(They have properly inherited Water God-sama’s powers.) 
(Then, why wouldn't Water God-sama take them in himself?) 
(Unfortunately, Water God-sama is currently absent...) 
Absent... 


I hate to say it, but Water God-sama is fond of women. I am sure that even now, he is 
out hanging with them. 


(As you know, it’s impossible for me to drag him out. However, the current living 
situation of the children is not very good. That is why I want to do something about it 


as quickly as possible.) 


Indeed, it might be dangerous to leave the children of a God in the world of people. 
However... — 


(...Do I simply take them away?) 
(If possible, I would like you to raise them, too.) 


I have no children of my own, so I don’t know anything about raising children. That is 
mainly because my race doesn't raise our children. The children grow up on their own. 


(If you leave a human child unattended, they will die. They need to eat as well.) 
Umu... 


(Ahh, food? I just have to feed them, I get it. There are numerous monsters around the 
seas, so I just have to get some for them, right?) 


(Human children cannot eat monsters raw. Besides, they are still babies, so they 
cannot eat monsters to begin with.) 


traitorAIZEN 108 | 187 


Then, just how do children like that eat?......... Isn't this impossible task for me? 
Wouldn't my care make their living situation even worse? It pains me to say this, but... 
I have no choice but to refuse. 


OOP 


One day, I suddenly felt a strange presence, so I decided to go to the source. 


There, I found a retainer of the Wind God. Moreover, he was accompanied by the 
children of Water God-sama, whom Chief-dono had mentioned a short while ago. 


It was good of me to refuse to be their protector. An excellent choice. 

(It’s also by fate that we have met here. If you are in trouble, I will lend you my help.) 
After a short conversation, it seemed that the one who belonged to the Wind was still 
young, so I decided to help him if he was in trouble, and we decided to sign a 


temporary contract. 


I have never signed a contract before, not even a temporary one, but... it will be a good 
experience. 


Oe, 


.. That reminds me, I wonder how Takumi and those children are doing? 


Suddenly I remembered Takumi, Wind God-sama’s retainer that I contracted with a 
while ago. 


I haven't heard from him since I told him via Telepathy that I was leaving the vicinity 
of the sea. I began to wonder if he was well... and for some reason I became restless. 


I immediately tried to trace the magic power that resided in the scales I had given to 
Takumi. Unfortunately, it was not by the sea. I thought I would never see him again, 
but then I remembered a certain skill. 


(Muh?) 


Recalling that I acquired a skill called Humanification, I gave it a try immediately, but 
it was quite difficult to use. 


traitorAIZEN 109 | 187 


“Have I succeeded?—... Muh?” 


I succeeded in humanizing! I thought, but within a few minutes, I reverted to my 
original form. 


I thought I could go see him once he was in human form, but... it didn’t seem to be that 
easy. 


I was thinking of inviting Takumi to come here, but the reverse summoning can only 
be done by a contractor, so I would have to separate him from the children. I don’t like 


the idea of separating Takumi from the children, so I’m going to give up that idea for 
now. 


“Have I gotten used to it a little better?” 


For a while, I kept on intensively using the Humanization skill to increase my 
proficiency. 


At first, I thought about giving up Humanization early and contacting Takumi via 
Telepathy, but then I thought it would be more fun to master Humanization, go see 
Takumi without telling him, and surprise him. 

“Great, now it should be all right to go see him.” 

It had been a long time since I had practiced like that, but with a goal in mind, I really 
enjoyed the practicing, and after a while, I was able to Humanize myself for a few days 
without fail. There shouldn't be a problem meeting Takumi now. 


“Muh? But first, I have to get some clothes somewhere.” 


However, before going to meet him, I need to complete some preparations first. 
Human beings are not supposed to go out naked! 


Well, what should I do? I might be able to talk to the mermaids of the Blue Waters 
Palace, who are related to Takumi and the kids, so I'll go there first. 


“It suits you well.” 


“Umu, thanks for the help. I can finally go see Takumi.” 
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Į paid a visit to the Blue Waters Palace right away. 

The people of the palace were surprised to see me in my original form at first, but 
when I told them that I was an acquaintance of Takumi’s, they seemed convinced. And 
since mermaid clothes would be conspicuous in a city of humans, they have 
ingeniously dressed me in human-style clothing. 


With this, I was ready to go. 


“I am so jealous of you~ I also want to see Takumi-sama again. When you see him, 
please tell him to come visit us as well.” 


“Umu, I will convey him your words.” 


The mermaids only interact with a limited number of humans. And they don’t try to 
get involved much, even with those few. 


However, Takumi is different. Even I can tell that they like him here. I am the same, I 
bet Takumi has that something that attracts others to him. 


“Tm much obliged. I will bring you something to express my gratitude next time.” 
“Please don’t mind it.” 
“I cannot do that. Let me come up with something.” 


We were able to make a connection thanks to Takumi, and I may be in their care again, 
after all. I shall make sure to take care of the people here from now on. 
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IDLE TALK 17 
KAISER’S ADVENTURE 


Following the magic, I quickly found the city where Takumi was supposed to be. 


However, the city was surrounded by a wall that blocked my way. There were a few 
places where people could pass through, but I was sure that there was some kind of 
identification check to get inside. If that is the case, I, who do not have this 
identification, couldn't enter. If I can’t pass through the entrance, then— 


“I guess destroying the wall to get inside wouldn't be good.” 
No, wait. 


“Hmm... 


I don’t think it’s too high to get over it. Fortunately, there was no sign of people around 
here. 


I had no choice but to do it, so I took off at a light trot and jumped... It was too high to 
jump over, but I was able to fly high enough to grab onto the wall, and pull myself up 
with my hands, so I landed safely inside the city. 


“Fumu, I’m in. I seem to have gotten used to this body quite well, too.” 


I can’t say that I have mastered the use of my body yet, but I have gotten to the point 
where I don’t feel any discomfort. 


“Now then, Takumi is... that way.” 


Right after, I walked in the direction where Takumi was, and soon | started passing 
people one by one, and in no time at all, people, people, people filled my sight! It was 
indeed the first time for me to see so many people. 


I had known that there were lots of humans, but to see so many people gathered in 
one place was quite a fresh sight. 
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“Nu?” 


As my eyes were drawn to the unfamiliar sight, I noticed that before I knew it, the 
location of my magic power that Takumi possessed had shifted. It seems that Takumi 


was moving through the city. 


If he was in a building, I would have had to think about how I would charge in to see 
him, but if he was out and about, I thought it would be convenient, and I hurried to his 


side. 


“Oh, there you are. Long time no see, Takumi.” 


«a » 
sae. 


It seems that Takumi was heading in the direction where I was, so I was able to see 
him in no time. I was happy to see him and called out to him cheerfully, but he looked 
at me strangely. It appears that he did not recognize me. Well, of course he didn't. 


“Allen and Elena also seem to be doing good.” 


u» 


Unyu?” » 


I tried to talk to the children, but they looked at me strangely, too. 


“Err... who might you be?” 
“Me, it’s me. Kaiser.” 

“E, ehhh!? Ka, Kaiser!?” 
“You are Kaiser?” 

The three of them looked very surprised. 
Umu, umu. This is what I wanted to see! 


“You really are Kaiser! Eh, why did you take on a human form?” 


“N? Do you not know about the Humanification skill?” 
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coy 


Humanification~?””” 

“It’s a skill that allows you to become a human.” 
“Ah, I see!” 

“That’s amazing~” 


“Tm great, aren't I~” 


Takumi seemed not to have known about the existence of the Humanification skill, 
and he honestly praised me. 


eE Hey, Kaiser, did you acquire that skill just recently?” 
“N? I’ve had it for some time already.” 

“I see, I see now. Let me ask you something, Kaiser...” 

“N? What is it?” 


“Did you acquire the Humanification skill before you were asked to protect Allen and 
Elena?” 


However, it seemed Takumi had realized something I hadn’t even considered. 


If I came to the city in my human form, as I did this time, I could have protected the 
children without destroying the city when Chief-dono asked us to do so. 


“Tm sorry! I completely forgot all about this skill at the time!” 
I chose to apologize immediately, because Takumi’s expression was a little disturbing! 


“Are you angry? I don’t want to make any excuses but, my first Humanification took 
place after I met you, Takumi.” 


“After you met us? So you never tried the skill before?” 


traitorAIZEN 114| 187 


“Yeah. I was never interested in becoming human.” 
“I see. Then why did you suddenly remember the skill?” 


“After getting to know you, signing a contract with you, albeit a temporary one, and 
making a connection with you, I had a sudden urge of wanting to meet up with you 


guys.” 
“Eh... is that so?” 
When I honestly told him the truth, Takumi did not pursue the matter any further. 


On the contrary, since I had come all this way, he took me to various places and fed me 
delicious food. 


I found the life of the human race to be full of interesting things, and I had a good time. 


ARO 


Before I reached the limit of my Humanification, I parted from Takumi and the others 
and came to a deserted beach. 


“I think I can afford to stay like this a little longer.” 


It appears that I was able to not make the mistake of breaking my Humanification in a 
public place. 


However, if I am to stay with Takumi’s group, I need to be able to stay in the humanized 
form for a little longer. That’s where the training comes in. 


“It should be fine here!” 


I took out a bottle of Nippy liquor from my waist bag in a place where I could settle 
down. 


I asked the kids if this drink was good, and they shook their heads as best they could 
with a scowl on their faces, but Takumi told me it was for adults. 


When we found it in the dungeon, I wanted to drink it right then and there, but Takumi 
did his best to stop me. I didn’t know why, but Takumi looked so desperate that I 
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reluctantly gave up. 

However, Takumi lent me his magic bag and let me keep a heap of Nippy liquor in it. 
Takumi told me to try drinking it in an unpopulated place if possible... I wonder why? 
“Ohh, this is splendid~” 

I immediately tried the Nippy liquor, and it tasted like nothing Id ever tasted before! 
“I could drink this all day long.” 

He let me have about ten large barrels, so I could enjoy as much as ten times more! 
The magic bag is very convenient~ Of course, I knew they existed, but since I am not 
in the habit of carrying things around, I never felt the need to use them. So I have never 
had a chance to use it, but when I tried using... I can only say that it is very convenient. 
According to Takumi, there are some that slow down the passage of time. If that is the 
case, according to him, there is no need to worry about food or other items going bad 
even if they are stored in the bag for long periods of time. Moreover, it seemed that 


there are also ornaments that are not bag-shaped but have the same function, so it 
might be interesting to look for them next time. 


“Mu?... My Body is—” 


I was about halfway through the barrel of booze when somehow my Humanification 
broke! 


I thought I had not reached the limits of my Humanification yet... what is this about? I 
see, 


Takumi was worried that I would lose control of my skill! Takumi sure is wise~ 


I can drink alcohol in my original body as well, but it would be gone in no time. I'll hold 
back and enjoy it when I am transformed into a human being again. 
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CHAPTER 387 
WHAT THEY WANT 


“Allen, Elena, I have two questions for you.” 
What is it~?” 


“It’s almost your birthday.” 


«a I wy 
. 


Seven 


“That's right. So, we are going to celebrate with everyone again, what would you like 
to eat then? That’s the first question I want to ask you.” 


Allen and Elena will soon celebrate their seventh birthday. 

We plan to throw a birthday party of sorts, but as expected, it will not be a surprise 
this time. So, I discussed the food to be served at the party with them. I want 
something that both of them would want to eat. 


“The second question I have, is there anything you want for the celebration?” 


The other thing is birthday presents. I have my own ideas, but I will ask if there is 
anything they want, just in case. 


N~ ieda 
The two of them tilted their heads and began to seriously consider my questions. 


“W, well, you don’t have to think about it so seriously, just feel free to say whatever 
comes to mind, okay?” 


un n»n» 


Nn~~w 
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There was no response from Allen and Elena, who were still troubled. 
“Ah!” 

“Have you come up with something?” 

“Yeal”” 


The children, who had been thinking for a while, gave me a look that said, 
idea!”, so I immediately asked them what it was. 


“Something you want to eat? Some item?” 


u» (23 
. 


Item 
Apparently, they had a better idea of what they wanted as a present. 
“You know what, you know what!” 
“Allen.” 

“Elena.” 

“Wants a dungeon!” 

I was astonished to hear their answers. 
“D, dungeon...?” 

Right! Dungeon!” 

“That's something you wish for?” 
Wish for!” 


That was something too unexpected. 


As you can imagine, I can’t give them a dungeon as a gift~ 


“Got an 


“I, I don’t think dungeons can be owned as private possessions, so I don’t think that 
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would be possible~...” 
“"Can’t~?”” 


“Yeah.” 


I was wondering how I could get Allen and Elena to understand that it was a no-go, 
when— 


«a wy 


I see~ 
The children seemed to be convinced in a matter-of-fact manner. 
“Eh... perhaps, you knew that it was no good?” 

“Somehow?” 


“al, I see” 


I didn’t need to explain, they both knew. They are very understanding children, which 
is very helpful. 


“Wanna go.” 
“To a dungeon.” 


“We have already promised to visit a dungeon the next time, no?” 


a yp” 
. 


Wanna go more 


They gave up on the private ownership of a dungeon, but they are asking me to take 
them to more dungeons instead? 


The twins say it like it’s going to an amusement park ora zoo, but... basically, dungeons 
are basically dangerous places, you know~ 


“Any, anyway, let’s discuss which dungeon we should visit next?” 
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Yeah” 

We have a promise to go to an advanced dungeon to look for a magic ring, but we 
haven't decided where to go yet. Lets decide on that in detail while we’re on the 
subject. 

“Let's see, the advanced dungeons that the Guild is aware of right now are...” 

I took out the list of discovered dungeons given to me by the Guild. 

“Oh, come to think of it, we haven't been to the advanced dungeon of Guardia yet~” 
There are a total of five dungeons found in Guardia. The Lower level dungeons: 
“Dungeon of Earth” and “Dungeon of Snow.’ The Intermediate level dungeons: 
“Dungeon of Ripples” and the “Dungeon of Large Animals”. The Advanced level 
dungeon, “Dungeon of Scorching Heat.’ There are two that we haven't been to. 
“Wanna go there!” 


“Where is it, where is it?” 


“Dungeon of Scorching Heat. It’s a fire-type dungeon, and it’s located... just between 
the Capital and Town of Bailey.” 


“When do we go?” 
“Right now?” 


“We cannot go right now~ We're celebrating your birthdays, and I was planning to go 
to the auction after the New Year.’ 


We can’t go right now because I have already made plans. 
“Auction? What's that~?”” 


“I didn’t tell you two about that yet, did I? If I say auction, you wouldn't understand, 
would you? Let’s see... it’s a gathering where a lot of rare items go up for sale and they 
are sold to the people with the highest bid. I’m supposed to go together with Al-sama.” 


un 


Rare items?”” 
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“That's right. I’m going to go there because there might be some things I’ve never seen 
before. Do you two want to go?” 


Hmm, wanna go!”” 


Good. I wondered what I would do if they said they didn’t want to go to the auction 
with me. 


“Then, the next dungeon we will go to is the Dungeon of Scorching Heat, and we will 
go there after the auction.” 


“Alright~”” 

I’ve never been to a labyrinth with the fire attribute. Just hearing about it, it sounds 
like a hot place, so we have to be prepared for the heat! But I have no idea what to 
prepare. For now, let’s prepare a lot of cold drinks and ice cream. 

“Ah, what to do! We have decided without consulting Joule and others~” 

“Ah!” 

“They probably wouldn't say no, but...” 

I immediately decided to call Joule and the others and talk to them. 

(I’m fine with that place!) 

(Yes, me as well.) 

(I don’t mind!) 

(I don’t care where, as long as I can go to the dungeon!) 

(I fine with that, too!) 

“I see. That’s good. Let’s go there after we finish our scheduled activities.” 


Then, no one objected. The contracted beasts were all good children, too. 


(But I'd like to go back to the wooden dungeon we visited before.) 
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(The Entwined Dungeon.) 

“Yes, I remember we talked about going there again.” 

(Takumi Nii, | would like to continue with the Dungeon of Colors, too!) 
(Me too, me too! That place looked amusing, so I wanna go there again!) 


“That's for sure. It was a dungeon that made you wonder what the next floor would 
look like~” 


“Was fun | wy 


The “Entwined Dungeon” and “Dungeon of Colors’, huh~ There are many places to 
visit! 


u» wy 


Oniichan, Oniichan. 
“N? What is it?” 

“Is that all dungeons.” 
“In this country~?” 


“There’s still another dungeon in Guardia that was discovered, the Lower level 


my 


dungeon, ‘Dungeon of Snow’. 


un wy 


Let’s go there~ 
“Eh?” 


I thought all agreed that we could not go to a dungeon right now because of our 
schedule, but... were they not actually convinced? 


“Lower level!” 


“Will be over soon!” 


“Nn!?” 
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(That sounds good! If you let me and Feat take care of the transportation, it won't take 
too long, and the Lower level dungeon will be easy to conquer!) 


“Ehh!?” 


Ah, darn it! The Lower level dungeon won't take too long to conquer, so let’s go there 
in between our schedules!? Is that what they are saying!? 


“Allen and Elena’s birthday!” 

“A little further away!” 

“Abh, yeah...” 

Are they saying... to postpone the celebration to a few days late? 


Oniichan!”” 


I couldn't say no to the appealing look in their eyes. 
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CHAPTER 388 
SPEEDRUNNING A DUNGEON 1 


«a 


We are here~!”” 
We were now in front of the Dungeon of Snow. 


The reason for this is that I had been defeated by the children’s eager “Let’s go there 
right away” expressions. 


“Arrived fast!” 

(Ahhem! I told you so. I’m growing day by day, too!) 

(Fufu, I am glad to be of service~) 

The Dungeon of Snow was located southeast of the Capital. It was located between the 
town of Alveil and the port city Yolan, which I heard of before when boarding the ship, 
but we have never been there before. 

Depending on the means of transportation, it could take several days at the earliest, 
but with Joule and Feat, it only took about an hour to get here... they seem to be 
moving a lot faster these days. 


(Even though we could get here even faster if you rode on me~) 


“Y, you know, I feel much safer with you around to take care of the monsters on the 
way, Vector~” 


(Safer?) 


“Yes, safer. Since you are with us to take care of danger, we don’t have to stop every 
encounter, which saves us a lot of time.” 


(I see~~~) 
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Vector was a little sulky, but when I praised him, he wagged his tail happily and 
followed the children toward the entrance of the dungeon. 


(Niisama, you tricked him successfully.) 


Feat approached me and whispered. She seemed to have noticed that I have done my 
best to change the subject. 


In fact, I have never ridden on Vector’s back before. I mean, I believe Vector would run 
out of control as usual, even if we were riding on his back. If he just ran fast, it would 
be fine, but if we encountered a monster, we would definitely run toward it, and if 
there was an obstacle, he would probably jump over it. 

In this respect, Joule and Feat, when they are carrying us, either do not participate in 
the battle as much as possible, or if they have to, they use magic. If there is an obstacle 
in their path, they will avoid it splendidly. They are very considerate. 

With that in mind, it’s normal to default to Joule or Feat to carry us, after all. 

“Don't tell anyone, Feat. That I tricked Vector, I mean.” 

(Fufu, I understand.) 

Feet giggled and snuggled up to me, so I rubbed her head. 

“Oniicha~n.” 

“Quickly~!” 


The children shouted from the entrance of the dungeon. 


(Too bad. I wanted you to pet me a little more, but they seem unable to wait any 
longer.) 


“Indeed~ they really love dungeons, don’t they~” 
(Oh my, I also like it quite a bit.) 


“Eh, is that so?” 
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(You get to see the children being lively a lot, after all.) 

“Yeah, that’s for sure.” 

In the dungeon, children are having a lot of fun, so it’s very lively. 

Just like Feat said, it’s very heartwarming to see~ 

“But, the level difference~” 

(Level? Are they going to catch up again? Niisama, how big of a difference is there?) 
“We are the same level.” 

(...0h my.) 

We are just barely keeping the same level for now. Really! Really, just barely! 
Depending on what they do in this “Dungeon of Snow,’ I will be overtaken. 

“Tm hoping to make up for it somewhere, but...” 

(Those children don’t give up much leeway when it comes to combat, right~) 
“Exactly. And so, since they won't let me, I'd like to sneak in some leveling...” 

(That would be difficult. Both of them like to stick to you a lot.) 

When I showed a distant look on my face just thinking about it, Feat chuckled. 
“Although I’m concerned about the level difference as well, objectively speaking, | 
think it’s a very bad to let the kids fight and have me, their guardian, stand by and 
watch.” 

(Niisama! We need to fix that some way! Don't worry, we are on your side!) 


Feat was desperately trying to cheer me up, but the children came over to get us, 
telling us that we were “too slow,’ so my depression ended right there. 
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«a pee? 
. 


So white~ 


We passed through the first transfer device, entered the first level, and found 
ourselves in a snowfield with a light blanket of snow. 


(It’s sparkly~ So dazzling~) 


The brilliant sunlight reflected off the snow dazzled Vector, making him squint his 
eyes. 


“So far, it’s not that cold here.” 


I thought that the dungeon would be absolutely cold because it’s called “Dungeon of 
Snow,’ so I had prepared for the cold weather, but it did not feel that cold at the first 
floor of the dungeon. 


Well, it is unlikely to be freezing on the first floor of a lower level dungeon~ 


“I think you will get warmer once you start moving a little, would you like to take off 
your scarves?” 


Take it off~”” 


Allen and Elena quickly removed their scarves and tucked them into their pouches. 


un I wy 
. 


Put it aw, a bunny~ 


u» n»n» 


I think the children wanted to say “’Put it away~”” with their both hands raised up, 


but their words were cut short, and they ran vigorously toward the Snow Rabbit they 
had found. And then, they kicked the Snow Rabbit with all their might. 

(What quick movements~) 

(But, I think they went a little overboard.) 

(The Snow Rabbit got blown away.) 


(Ah, did the loot get blown away too!?) 


(The two of them are rushing to pick it up!) 
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Because the Snow Rabbit had been kicked so far away, the location where the loot was 
found was also quite the distance away. Allen and Elena looked at each other for a 
moment and then went to pick up the dropped item. 

Put it away~! Ah, that’s not it. Defeated it~!” 

Allen and Elena came back with smiles on their faces, but it was unclear whether “I 
put it away” meant that they had put away the scarves... or that they made a blunder. 
Well, I don’t mind either way. 

“Welcome back. Did you make a little blunder, perhaps,” 

A little one~”” 


Allen and Elena laughed in deceit, handing me a handkerchief-sized piece of fur. 


“The loot is fur, I see. It’s pure white and looks very pretty, but it’s a little too small. 
Well, it’s the first floor after all, I guess that’s how things are going to be.” 


”Usable~?”” 


“I guess it’s enough for an accessory or something? That, or we could sew a few of 
these together?” 


The quality was not very good, but it could be used for something. 
“Gather.” 
“A lot?” 


“If we keep walking around looking for monsters, we’re going to run out of time, you 
know?” 


It’s not that we are running out of time... but as expected, we don’t have the luxury of 
taking it easy. 


u» Right~ wy 


“Tm glad you remember. Well, let’s move on, shall we? Which way?” 
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«a 


That way~!”” 

“Right it is. Roger that.” 
“’ Oniichan, let’s run!”” 

“Eh, run? You don’t have to hurry that much, you know!?” 

Will run!” 

“Everyone~!” 

“Let's go~!” 

Allen and Elena suddenly started running toward the stairs leading to the lower floor. 
(Eh, Allen, Elena, wait up~) 

(Yay~) 

Joule and Vector ran after Allen and Elena. 

(Niisama, let us go too?) 

“Ah, yes, that’s right. Let’s go after them.” 

(Yes!) 

(Okay!) 

And finally, me, Feat, Bolt, and Mile chased after them. 


Looks like the dungeon marathon has begun.” 
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CHAPTER 389 
SPEEDRUNNING A DUNGEON 2 


un yy 


Here we go~ 
(Oniichan, catch it!) 

“Ohh!” 

Kick” 

(Niichan, here I go!) 

“Whoah!” 

(Aniue, don’t worry. I got it~) 

(Joule’s passable, but Vector is no good.) 

(Too rough!) 

Allen and Elena kicked at the monster they encountered while running, Joule or Vector 
followed them and picked up the loot and threw it our way, and I followed them to 


receive the loot. If I failed to catch the loot, Feat or Bolt will follow up. 


We have done something like this before~ Was it in the “Dungeon of Minerals? Ah, but 
that time I used Wind Magic to pick the loot up. 


(CEL wy 


There’s more~ 
Allen and Elena increased their running speed even more. This was not a speed 
for a marathon, but the speed for a sprint race. 


(Ohh, they are fired up~) 
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(I have more to show, too!) 

Joule and Vector excitedly followed the twins. 

“Ahh~ geez...” 

(Fufu, the twins are so energetic~) 

(Mile, please hold on tightly.) 

(I’m in your care!) 

I, Feat, Bolt, and Mile, who was on Bolt’s back, also sped up and chased after the kids. 
Eat this~!”” 

(Yah!) 

“Whoa.” 

And so, we in the loot pick-up crew followed after the kids for a while. 
There itis!" 

We kept doing this and ran without stopping until we reached the tenth floor. 
“Allen, Elena, stop right there!” 


When they found the stairs down to the eleventh level, I called the children to take a 
break. 


”Uniyu?”” 

“Break time. Let’s have some snacks.” 
“Snacks~” 

“Wanna eat~” 


The children, who had been wondering why they had been stopped, smiled brightly at 
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the word “snacks.” 
“What would you like?” 
N~... meat bun!”” 


“You are not feeling anything sweet, huh. Well, it fits perfectly the atmosphere.— 
Everyone, would you like meat buns too?” 


(((((Yeah!))))) 

We rested for a while with warm buns and hot milk. 

“There are 15 floors in total here, so we're already two-thirds of the way through.” 
All ten floors so far were snowfields. There was no maze, it wasn’t that big either, so 
we advanced with ease. It took about... four hours to get here?... Huh? Taking time into 
consideration, shouldn't we be having lunch, not snacks? Change of plans. Let’s have a 
good rest and eat a proper meal. 

“Which one do you want to eat next?” 

“Curry bun!”” 


((Same here!)) 


Since we have already started eating them as snacks, I didn’t have to make a meal all 
over. 


(We are progressing smoothly, aren’t we? We are only a third of the way away, so I’m 
sure we can conquer it today~) 


When the meal was over, Joule began to talk happily about how well we were doing. 
“Will do our best!” 
“To finish today!” 


“N~ even if it’s a little harder from here on out... I think we can do it.” 
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(Yeah, we can do it, of course we can!) 
“Its a lower level dungeon, after all.” 


My children can conquer an intermediate level dungeon in three to four days, so 
conquering the lower level dungeon in one day might be a piece of cake for them. 


(Niichan, how many laps can we do?) 
“How many laps!?” 


(Yeah! We want to conquer it as soon as possible, but I don’t want to leave early! So, 
after we finish here, why don’t we go back to the beginning and do it once more!) 


“Good idea!” 

Allen and Elena agreed with Vector’s opinion. 

An unthinkable, repeating laps plan? 

“Err... I guess twice would be alright.” 

(Two more times then!) 

“No, you got it wrong! Once more. Two times in total!” 
”Ehh~ two more times!” 


“Lo, look, we really don’t know if we will be able to conquer it the first time by the end 
of the day, do we? So let’s just make it one more time.” 


Allen and Elena nodded silently at each other, and suddenly stood up firmly. 


a 


Let’s gol” 


((Let’s go!)) 
Allen and Elena started to run, followed by Joule and Vector. 
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“Eh, why so suddenly!?” 
(My, oh my, they surely intend to conquer this one before the day ends.) 


(Two more times it is, then. It looks like we are conquering this dungeon three times 
in total.) 


(Takumi Nii, you fired them up!) 


The “We really don’t know if we will be able to conquer it today” may have tugged at 
the heartstrings of the children. No, it definitely touched them. 


“Anyhow, let’s go after them.” 

(((Yeah~))) 

Before the kids were out of sight, we hurried after them. 

.. It really is all about chasing today. 

Arrived!” 

And in no time at all, we reached the last floor, and in front was the Boss room. 
“It was a groundless fear that we might not get here by the end of the day.” 


From now on, I will be very careful about what I say. 


(CEL wy 


Let’s go~ 
(((((Yeah~))))) 

Allen and Elena opened the door to the Boss room, and we went inside. 
(I wonder what is inside~) 


(...Hmm~ it’s a Snowman! I wanna do it!) 
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The boss was a Snowman. A Snowman with three snowballs piled on top of each other. 
(Fireball.) 


The first challenger of the boss battle was the fervent Vector, and although he was 
using a low-level magic (fire magic), he defeated the Snowman with a single, high- 
intensity shot. It was that easy. 


Dungeon Record 

The 4th dungeon “Earth” 15/15 floors 

The 16th dungeon “Snow” 15/15 floors 

The 53rd dungeon “Ripples” 30/30 floors 

The 55th dungeon “Minerals” 30/30 floors 

The 65th dungeon “Large Animals” 30/30 floors 
The 89th dungeon “Entwined” 7/50 floors 


The 94th dungeon “Colors” 15/50 floors 


In the end, we conquered it in half a day~ 
This was the seventh dungeon in our Dungeon Record. The number grew larger~ 


Let’s go one more!”” 


And so, we returned to the first floor using the transfer device and went through the 
dungeon again. 
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CHAPTER 390 
SPEEDRUNNING A DUNGEON 3 


“Alright, stop right there!” 


Returning to the first level, Allen and Elena immediately tried to take off for the second 
lap of the Dungeon of Snow. I lifted them by the armpits to stop them. 


”Fueh?”” 

Allen and Elena flapped their legs while making strange noises. 
Oniichan?”” 

“Let’s decide on something before we go on our second lap.” 


Decide something?”” 


“Right. I mean, earlier, your Oniichan was just chasing after you, picking up the loot. 
That is too boring.” 


Boring?” 


I told the kids how I honestly felt. 


Then the kids, who had been jittery and restless, seemed to calm down a bit, so I put 
them down on the ground. 


“Yes, it was boring, not enjoyable at all.” 
“Is that so?” 
“Try thinking about it yourselves. Imagine simply running and picking up the loot.” 


ae .Mehh~”” 
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“Right?” 

I guess they tried to imagine it. Allen and Ellen made frowning faces. 

“That's why, let’s decide on something.” 

”What~?”” 

“Next time, we won't run. We will all take turns confronting the monsters in turn, and 
since this time it will take us roughly a day and a half to two days to get to the final 
floor, we will go home after we finish. Okay?” 

Okay!” 

When I mentioned my decision, Allen and Elena nodded their heads in agreement. 
“Are you guys are okay with it as well?” 


(((((ves~))))) 


In the midst of all the confusion, I made myself able to fight monsters, so I decided to 
start the second lap right away. 


“Oniichan.” 
“What is the order~?” 


“Let’s see. Allen, Elena, Joule, Vector, Feat, Bolt, Mile, and me. After I am done, it’s Allen 
turn again. How about that?” 


(((((Okay!)))))" 


Just as we were setting the order, three Snow Rabbits appeared in sight. 
“Then, Allen, Elena, Joule, it’s your turn. One for each of you.” 
“(Okay~)”” 


When I gave the instructions, Allen, Elena, and Joule ran off happily. 
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(Is it my turn next?) 

“Yes, that’s correct.” 

(I hope something appears soon~ I'd like something strong!) 

“This is the first floor of a lower dungeon, so I’m afraid it’s just small fries.” 
(Too bad.) 


While I was talking with Vector, the children who easily defeated the Snow Rabbits 
returned with loot in hands. 


“(We are back~)”” 


“Welcome back. As I thought, the monsters here won't put up any heavy resistance~ 
Although I said we should take it slowly, let’s not take too long to get to the middle 
floors.” 


“Let's do that!” 


“However, we didn’t observe the surroundings at all earlier, so let’s check what’s 
around us a little bit.” 


“ Okay~”” 

So we proceeded onward, observing our surroundings. 
“Ah, that’s Snowmoss.” 

Then, we soon got the results of our efforts. 
“’Snowmoss? Where, where~?”” 
“Look carefully around that boulder.’ 


«ay yy 
N~? 


Allen and Elena approach the boulder and stared at it. Joule and the others followed 
the children. 
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«a 


Not snow!” 
((It’s true~)) 


It looked like a boulder covered with pure white snow, but it was not. It was not snow, 
but pure white moss. I wouldn't notice it if we were running. 


(Niisama, what can we use this for?) 

“Snowmoss can be used as a poultice for bruises and such.” 

(It’s important!) 

(Indeed. Having poultice always on hand would be useful.) 

“Ah~ Bolt is certainly right.” 

I don’t have any poultice on me. 

We are sturdy people, so it’s not often that we hit our arms somewhere and get swollen 
or sprain our legs. But you can never be sure it won't happen, so it would be better to 


have some on us. But since I can use recovery magic, we don't need poultice, do we? 


Well, but I want the children to have it, and if there is anyone accompanying us other 
than our members, there is a possibility that we will use it on them, so let’s get it. 


“’Ohh~ let’s get lots!” 
“Alright. We are inside a dungeon, so let’s pick a lot.” 


We don't really need poultice, but since it is right in front of us, I decide to collect a lot 
of the Snowmoss. 


» 
! 


“We can’t let this moss dry out, so put what you pick in a jar. And wear gloves 
Got it~!” 


After we finished collecting the Snowmoss, we started moving on again, but the 
children began to carefully observe their surroundings, as if they were remembering 
to search for medicinal herbs. Well, due to the climate of this dungeon, there are only 
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a few types and quantities of medicinal herbs. 
“Found more over there~!” 
“There’s something there, too!” 


Running in a straight line is typical of my children, but walking while collecting 
medicinal herbs like this is even more like them. 


“Alright, that’s enough for today.’ 


Since it was a little before evening when we started our second lap, we ended the day 
when we reached the stairway to the sixth floor. 


We moved a little off the main path and I took out our carry-on house. I don’t think we 
would freeze to death, but I’d rather not camp out. 


“Oniicha~n.” 
“Tm hungry~” 


“We moved a lot today, after all. Well, what should we make~” 


(CEL 2”. 
. 


Something yummy 


“Ah, yeah, so you are fine with anything.” 


un | iaga 
. 


Yea 


My kids are basically the type to tell me exactly what they want to eat, but sometimes 
they leave it for me. Well, that’s fine with me~ 


“Since it’s cold, let’s have something to warm us up~...’ 
As I was thinking about the menu, I suddenly felt a sudden craving for oden. 


“Can it wait a little? Or would you prefer something easy to make and ready to eat right 
away?” 


If we wait, is it delish?” 
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“TIl do my best to make it tasty.” 


«a I wy 
. 


Then, we wait~ 


Well, since I planned to make full use of “Aging” magic, it won't take as much time to 
soak up the flavors as it normally does. So, tonight is going to be oden. 


“Now then, the ingredients...” 


Eggs, daikon, I also need dashi, and kombu... huh? Surprisingly, oden doesn't need that 
many ingredients? Oh, I can add carrots, burdock root, and bamboo shoots. 


I have no konjak, shirataki, or ganmo. No hanpen, chikuwa, or satsuma-age either... 
Can I make these? However, it would be too much work to do all that now, so I should 
make white fish surimi and shrimps, squid, and crab slices and tsumire dumplings. Oh, 
I guess I could add chunks of octopus? 

...Well, it’s something oden-like, I guess. 

At any rate, I’ve made quick preparations, and I’m going to simmer it with dashi stock 
plus shoyu... that’s where the “Aging” comes in. After the simmering was done, the pot 
was taken off the stove and aged further. I saved a lot of time by allowing the fish to 
cool and soak up the flavors with “Aging.” 

“Let's reheat it again.” 

“Is done~?” 

“Smells nice~” 


“Its done now~” 


Everyone ate the meal while blowing on it to cool it down. Then, I added rice to the 
remaining broth in the pot to make rice porridge, which was then eaten clean. 
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CHAPTER 391 
SPEEDRUNNING A DUNGEON 4 


The next day we started at the sixth floor. 

“The order~” 

“Whose turn is it~?” 

(Err, if I’m not mistaken, we ended the day with Vector’s turn.) 
(That’s right. We are starting with me today.) 


It seemed that the children remembered the rules, and everyone was checking to see 
who was starting today. 


“Are you prepared~?” 
“ DNone~ igi 
“Alright. Let’s go then.” 


“(((((Oh~1))™ 


Immediately, we started advancing through the sixth floor, but we went in the opposite 
direction of the staircase to the lower level. 


“Would there be something~?”” 

We looked for medicinal herbs or anything unusual. 
(As we thought, there are no herbs~) 

(Yeah~ But it can’t be helped because of the weather.) 


(However, I’m sure there are many things that would be appreciated if we sell.) 
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(That’s right! I’m sure we can sell a lot!) 


Winter was the time of year when adventurers are less active, so the amount of 
medicinal herbs collected was lower. Therefore, selling medicinal herbs in the winter 
is very appreciated. 


“Let’s find lots.” 


“And make lots of money.’ 


«ay y” 
. 


So that we can eat lots of yummy food 
(I agree!) 


I have a strong influence on the children, but they seem to be growing up to be 
gourmands. 


”Nniyu~?”” 
“What is it, Allen, Elena?” 
“Something is~?” 


“Over there~?” 


We went onward, gathering medicinal herbs in small but sure quantities, and while 
we were exploring the tenth floor, the children found something. 


“N~?” 
(Allen, Elena, where~?) 
(I don’t know either! Where, where?) 


I tilted my head, not knowing where Allen and Elena were looking, and Joule and 
Vector were tilting their heads as well. 


(Allen-chan, is it around that thicket over there?) 


“More that way~” 
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(Elena, is it around that dense tree formation?) 

“A little bit more that way~” 

Feat and Mile asked the children questions to try to pinpoint the location. 
(Aniue, I will go take a look.) 

And then Bolt flew briskly over to scout the area. 

“In the meantime, let us go that way too.” 


Since it didn’t seem dangerous, we too walked in the direction the children were 
interested in. 


(Aniue~!) 
Then, Bolt came back immediately. 
“Welcome back. Did you find something?” 


(We couldn't see them in the shadows from where we were just now, but there are 
what looked like white fruit to me.) 


“Fruit? Heeh~ Now I am curious. Let’s go take a look.” 

So we headed for the place where Bolt had found the fruit. 
There it is~!”” 

(Ah, you are right. They were covered by the snow.) 
(Ohh~ they are squares!) 


They were white squares hanging from tree branches while covered in snow. Well, 
since it was growing on trees, I’m sure they are fruit, but... are they really fruit? 


“Bolt, could you drop one down first?” 
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(Understood~!) 

I asked Bolt and received one of the fruit. 

“Oh, it’s surprisingly soft to the touch~” 

The nut was a cube the size of my palm, and it felt quite soft to the touch. 
Is edible~?”” 

“Erm... it’s fine. It can be eaten. It’s called Silk Fruit.” 


When I appraised it, I found only that they were called “Silk Fruit” and that they were 
edible, but there was nothing else about them. 


“Let's eat it!” 
“Let's do that. Tasting it first would be easiest.’ 


I couldn’t imagine what it would taste like, so I decided to taste it first and peeled off 
the skin from the top of the nut. 


u» wy 


So white~ 
“Yeah... you can’t tell it apart from the skin.” 
When I removed the skin, I found that the inside was also white. 


It was soft like a pudding, so instead of cutting it into pieces, I scooped it out with a 
spoon and shared it with everyone. Then, everyone tried to eat it at the same time. 


(CEN ~?) 

NRR This is.” 

All the children tilted their heads, but I remember eating this before. 
“It’s tofu!” 

The Silk Fruit was actually similar to Silken Tofu! 
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Tofu?”” 

(Oniichan, what is tofu?) 

(Niichan, this doesn’t have any flavor at all~) 

“Tofu is actually food made from soybeans, and this is exactly like it.” 


You can’t really taste the soybean flavor, but that’s normal since it wasn’t made from 
soybeans in the first place. But still, no problem! 


Now we can have cold tofu! Oh, and we can use it in hot pots and miso soup! Oh, I could 
even make mapo tofu with it! 


(Niisama looks very delighted~) 

(He seems to be quite excited.) 

(I don’t get it, but I’m happy for you!) 

I was a little excited and received warm looks from Feat, Bolt, and Mile. 

“It’s a delicious ingredient for various dishes. Can you guys help me pick them?” 


I was a little embarrassed, so I decided to start collecting them to cover up my 
embarrassment. 


They become delish~?”” 
“You see, silken tofu is a typical ingredient in miso soup.” 


Is that so?” 


(I thought it would be sweet because it looked like a fruit, but I never imagined it 
would be used for cooking~) 


(It’s delicious when cooked? If that’s the case, I want to try it too!) 
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un 


Yeah, wanna eat!”” 

(Alright, let’s pick lots!) 

“(Ont)” 

First, Allen, Elena, Joule, and Vector ran toward the tree where the Silk Fruit grew. 
(We will be more useful in picking the fruits.) 

(That’s right. I will do my best!) 

(Let’s get lots! Takumi Nii, I’m looking forward to the meal!) 

Feat, Bolt, and Mile also scattered in all directions to gather the Silk Fruit. 


Since everyone was looking forward to it, I'll have to give my all to cook a tofu dish for 
lunch today~ 


“Well, I should gather some too~” 
I wonder if there are any Cotton Fruits somewhere in this dungeon too? Even if they 


are not in this dungeon, there is a possibility that they are in the next one. I'll have to 
search carefully. 
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CHAPTER 392 
SPEEDRUNNING A DUNGEON 5 


“Then, let’s have lunch~” 
“Lun~chl” 


After collecting plenty of Silk Fruits, it was just about time to eat, so I decided to have 
lunch. Of course, the menu was all about tofu. 


“Well then, let’s make it!” 


I don’t think the kids will be able to eat spicy mapo tofu, so I'll make a thick stir-fry 
style with minced meat, Silk Fruit, and Ena grass. I will also make deep-fried tofu with 
grated daikon and Miso soup, of course, with Silk Fruit. l'I] also add wakame seaweed 
and leeks. Ah, a salad with raw vegetables, diced Silk Fruits and sesame dressing 
would be nice, too. 


“And, it’s done! Let’s eat!” 
“Yay” 
“(((((Itadakima~su.)))))”” 

The tofu dishes were quickly prepared and everyone began to eat. 
“How is it?” 

“Allen loves this~” 

“Elena loves it, too~” 

(Oniichan, it’s yummy!) 


(I thought the Silk Fruit was bland, but it’s because they’re bland that they can be used 
for this kind of dish~ Niisama, you are amazing!) 
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(Aniue, every dish is very delicious.) 

(Tasty! I wanna eat lots!) 

(I also think it’s yummy, but it’s a bit unsatisfactory. I want more meat.) 

Generally, it seemed to be well received. I can understand Vector’s unsatisfactory, 
though... It’s okay because it’s lunch now, but if it were dinner, I would have thought it 
was not enough, too. 

“Vector, let’s have meat for dinner.” 

(Ohh! Thank you, Niichan!) 

After we finished eating and resting, we immediately headed to the eleventh floor. 


Something, something~?”” 


The children carefully searched the surrounding area, as they knew that they could 
find medicinal herbs, of course, but also ingredients they had never seen before. 


u» wy 
. 


Uniyu~.. 
However, they could only find a handful of medicinal herbs on this floor. 
“Allen, Elena, don’t be so downhearted.” 


Perhaps because they could not find anything to collect, Allen and Elena’s expressions 
gradually darkened. 


”But~”” 

“There’s nothing~” 

“Around here~” 

“That's just what kind of floor this is. Let’s go to the next floor now.” 


“’Okay~”” 
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We gave up Searching on the eleventh floor and moved to the twelfth floor. 
(Ah! Oniichan, there are Silk Fruits over there~) 


“Really? We picked quite a few at the tenth floor, but if you see them, we should pick 
more.’ 


(Yeah! Let’s pick lots!) 

As soon as Joule started searching on the twelfth floor, he found some Silk Fruits. We 
have enough for ourselves to eat, but we can get more for the Ruven family to eat or 
give them to Oswald-san, so we decided to pick them. 


“"Huh~?”” 


As we approach the tree to collect the Silk Fruits, Allen and Elena tilted their heads, 
making a puzzled noise. 


“Is something the matter?” 
“Is a bit different~?”” 


“N? The color of the skin is certainly a bit creamier than that of the Silk Fruit~— 
Ohh?” 


I immediately appraised it, and found out that what we thought was Silk Fruit wasn’t 
actually Silk Fruit. 


“It’s Cotton Fruit!” 

It really existed! Cotton Fruit!! 

“Cotton Fruit~?”” 

“A friend of Silk Fruit. Its texture should be a bit different... I think.” 
At least, if it’s the same as the cotton tofu I know, it should be... 


“Anyhow, let’s pick them first!” 
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“Alright~”” 

Of course, we picked up all the Cotton Fruit we could find. 

“Do you think they are harder to the touch than the Silk Fruit?” 
(Niisama, wouldn't we be able to tell the difference if we tasted it?) 
“That's true, too. Let’s give it a try.” 


Just as with the Silk Fruit, we peeled off the top of the skin and tasted it. 


«a yy 


No flavor~ 
(Yeah. It’s similar to the Silk Fruit.) 

(But, as Niisama said, the texture is a little different.) 

(Indeed. It’s a bit coarse.) 

(I don’t like it~) 

(It will become yummy when Takumi Nii cooks it!) 

“I guess it feels a bit wrong because we are trying to eat it as a fruit~” 
Since it looks like a fruit, you can’t help but imagine it’s sweet. 
Picked it all~”” 

“Thank you. Let’s continue onwards.” 

“Ohh~!” 


After collecting the Cotton Fruit, we continued our search and collected various things, 
and arrived at the Boss room before dinner. 


Facing off Boss~?”” 


“No, let’s stop here today.” 
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(CEL wy 


Is over~ 
“Tomorrow morning, we will defeat the boss, and then return to the town.” 
I decided to take a break before the Boss battle. 

“That being the case, let’s make preparations for dinner~” 

“Cotton Fruit~?”” 


“No, let’s leave the Cotton Fruit dishes for another time. Let’s have meat for dinner as 
promised.” 


(Yay~! Meat~!!) 


As expected, we shouldn't be eating tofu dishes in a row. I promised Vector that I would 
cook meat tonight. 


(I want yakiniku~!) 
“Yakinikui? Is everyone else alright with that?” 


“((((Sure~))))” 


Since there were no objections, we filled our bellies with meat at the yakiniku party, 
got a good night’s sleep, and challenged the Boss first thing the next morning. 


“If we went in order, Bolt would be next, right? It’s not an opponent that needs all of 
us fighting, so Bolt, you should be fine on your own, right?” 


(I don’t think I will have trouble with that Boss in particular, but... it’s a Boss battle, 
you know? Are you sure?) 


“It’s just one Snowman, and anyone of us would be able to overpower it no matter 
what. So, let’s take the order as we decided at the beginning.—Allen, Elena, that’s fine 
with you, right?” 


“Yeah, is fine!” 


“We promised!” 
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I thought the children might want to fight the Boss, but they followed the order and 
gave in. 


“You two are so good at keeping your word, aren't you? Good kids!” 
”Ehehe~”” 
When I praised them, they smiled happily. 


I don’t care if they call me a foolish big brother! My younger siblings are honest and 
adorable! 


(Then, I’m going to take it down quickly!) 
When the Snowman appeared in the Boss room, Bolt soared high into the sky. 


Then, clad in lightning, he plunged straight into the Snowman with great force. Then, 
he passed through the snowball in the middle. 


“Wow~”” 

“Ohh~ he really finished quickly~” 

With a single blow, the Snowman collapsed. 
“Good job, Bolt. That was awesome.” 


(Thank you very much, Aniue, the loot was a magic stone and white powder-ish 
substance.) 


“White powder? Err... this is a material used for cosmetics called snow powder. Let’s 
give it to Rebecca-san, Almeria-san, and Rosalie-san as a souvenir.” 


In two short days, we conquered the “Dungeon of Snow” twice and decided to return 
to the Capital. 


It was a day when I realized once again that for my children, the lower level dungeons 
are really just places to play, without any danger. 
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CHAPTER 393 
PARTY 


Today was the twelfth month, the fourth week and the day of water. It was Allen and 
Elena’s birthday. 


“Allen, Elena, happy birthday.” 
(Happy birthday.) 

Thank you~... ah!” 

Just as everyone thought that Allen and Elena would show a happy expression after 
being congratulated, they suddenly looked as if they remembered something. Then, 
for some reason, they straightened their posture— 

“Thank you very much for coming today for our sake.” 

“We can’t offer you much hospitality, but please make yourselves at home.” 

They greeted everyone properly and bowed. 

“Whoah~... is this what you taught them, Rebecca-san?” 

I asked Rebecca-san, the person who I thought taught them this greeting. 

“Fufu, you seem surprised.” 

Seeing my surprised face, Rebecca-san smiled as if she had just pulled a prank. 
“Done well~?”” 

“Yes, you have done it properly~” 


wy 
~ 


Yay 
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Allen and Elena checked with Rebecca-san to see how their greetings went and were 
happy to hear that they have done a good job. 


“’Oniichan, Oniichan! How was it?”” 

Then they went on to ask me what I thought of it. 

“That was a very fine greeting you did there. Incredible.” 
“"Ehehe~”” 


Allen and Elena giggled at my praise. 


They are now seven years old and have lost a lot of their childishness, but their 
cuteness is still there. 


“Still... I did not expect all the people we invited to show up.” 
“Oh my, you thought so, Takumi-san? I knew everyone would come, you know?” 


The children’s birthday party was held in one of the rooms at the Ruven residence... 
and what can I say, the participants are absolutely gorgeous. 


The Ruven family, including Matthias-san, Rebecca-san, Velio-san, Almeria-san, 
Lucario-kun, Wald-san and Rosalie-san, all attended the party. 


“Allen-kun, Elena-chan, congratulations.” 
“Congratulations~” 


Cedric-san, Theodore-kun, and Latis-kun from the Risner family joined us as well. 
Moreover, Isaac-san came as well. 


“Allen, Elena, congratulations.” 
I wondered if it would be a good idea to invite the royal family, but I didn’t know what 
they would say if I didn’t invite them, so I invited them anyway, and Alfried-sama came 


as the representative. 


Even thought he was only escorted by Najack-sama when he went out to the town 
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incognito, he was escorted not only by Najack-sama today, but he also brought 
Claudio-sama, Kevin-san and Quigg-san with him, which must have been Al-sama’s 
consideration. 


“You are wearing cute outfits~” 
«ay Right~”” 


Kevin-san praised them, and Allen and Elena spun around with smiles on their faces. 


u» wy 


This is from Obaasama. 
“Obaasama? Eh, are you talking about Madam Rebecca!? Takumi, is that okay!?” 


“..Rebecca-san herself told them to call her like that... it’s impossible to correct them 


» 


now. 


yy 


Kevin-san, Claudio-sama and Quigg-san were startled by the children’s “’Obaasama 
remark. 


Al-sama and Najack-sama knew all about it, so they looked at the surprised three in 
amusement. 


“They've been good to you, haven't they?” 

“That's for sure. They are treating us as if we were one of their own.” 

Yes, today’s attire for Allen and Elena was prepared by Rebecca-san for today, and it 
was a red outfit made of fluffy fabric. Allen was wearing pants and Elena was wearing 
a skirt with a cape, with white fluffy fur on the collar, cape hem, pants hem, and skirt 


hem. 


The two of them looked great together... but I couldn’t help but mutter, “...Reminds me 
of Santa~” 


“Santa? Takumi-dono, what is this Santa?” 


“Eh? Ah, Richard-sama! Hello, thank you for coming today... erm, Santa is a character 
from my hometown’s fairy tale. He wears a red costume similar to the children’s.” 
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“Heeh, is that so?” 


I think Richard-sama heard my muttering, and I got a little flustered when he asked 
me about it. 


“Thank you for coming today, Charlotte-sama. How are you feeling? Please don’t 
overdo it.” 


“Fufu, thank you for your consideration, Takumi-sama.” 


I sent out invitations to Richard-sama and Charlotte-sama, His Majesty’s younger 
brother and his wife, and they graciously joined us. 


The others were almost all nobles... including Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence and Helena-san, 
the McPherson couple, Reinhardt-sama, Lilika-sama and the Stanval siblings, and the 
Vassar and Clark couples, who were friends of Rosalie-san whom we became close just 
recently. 

a Fufu a aes 


“What is the matter, Allen, Elena?” 


The children suddenly started giggling, so I asked them what was wrong, and they 
smiled happily. 


un wy 


It’s so fun~ 
“Fun? I see, that’s good.” 


They seemed to be enjoying spending time with so many people in a lively 
atmosphere. 


“It would be nice if we could celebrate like this every year.’ 
“Yeah! And also, Oniichan.”” 
“N?” 


“Allen is hungry~” 
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“Elena too~” 


A “guu~” escaped from Allen and Elena’s stomachs, and all at once the heartwarming 
atmosphere was brought back to reality. 


“Hahaha. Ah, look, they just started carrying in the food. Let’s go eat something.” 
Yeah” 

The meal was a standing buffet style, and I took the initiative in planning the food to 
be served. I helped with the preparation until the last minute. The final touches were 
left to the Ruven family cooks. 

“’Ohh~ looks delish~”” 


u» 


I asked the children in advance what they wanted to eat, and “Yummy food!”” was the 
answer. So, the basic menu was made up of dishes that the children like. 


However, since the children eat everything with relish, it is possible that any food is 
their favorite food. 


“This smells good. You must have put a lot of effort in this~” 

“Well, it’s Allen and Elena’s birthday, after all. It is a day that requires the most effort.” 
“Haha, that is true~” 

As if lured by the smell, Wald-san also came for the food early. 

“Ah!” 

“Oniichan, waht is this~?” 

“Never seen! Is this new?” 

“That's right. Tell me how you feel about it.” 

“Okay!” 


Among the many dishes on display, the children were quick to notice a dish they had 
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never tasted before. 
“Something new! Allen, Elena, let’s start with that!” 
“Let's do that!” 


Wald-san charged with Allen and Elena toward the servants serving the food to 
experience it together. 
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CHAPTER 394 
REQUEST 


“Takumi, what is this dish? The white thingy is plain, but it’s delicious with the red 
sauce and shrimp.” 


“Oniichan, this is yammy! What is this~?” 

“Oniichan, this is tasty, too! This is~?” 

“What Wald-san is eating is a chili sauce stir-fry. The white ingredient is Silk Fruit we 
found recently in a dungeon. Allen is eating a chocolate cake, and Elena is eating no- 


bake cheesecake.” 


Allen, Elena, and Wald-san were so engrossed in their meal that they were stuffing 
food into their mouths one after another. 


“Allen, Elena, you have to eat more slowly, or you will feel sick later.” 

“’Okay~”” 

Today’s food lineup included fried chicken, fried shrimp, French fries, and other 
standard party dishes, as well as new-style dishes like the stir-fried shrimp with tofu 


and chili. 


Among them, especially the dessert type, are things I could never make before, as for 
why— 


© > è 
A few days before the birthday party, I was secretly thinking about the menu to serve 
at the party in a corner of the kitchen. Of course, Allen and Elena were not here 


because they were having a study session with Rebecca-san. 


Well, let’s get started... When I thought so, suddenly—ding? sound echoed in my mind. 
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“It’s Syl.” 
It’s that. The sound made when something from Syl was delivered. 


I opened the window to see if Syl had sent me a request for something he wanted to 
eat, but instead of a request, I found a book. 


“A recipe book? And they are all sweets, too...’ 


I took the book out of the Infinite Storage and flipped through the contents to see that 
it contained recipes for decoration cakes, Chocolat Gateau, roll cakes, chiffon cakes, 
and... basically, a variety of cakes. 


And there was a note tucked into the last page that said— 

—You can use this to make a cake for Allen and Elena’s celebration. 
And I would love to have some cheesecake? —Marianora 

The former is probably a front and the latter is the real intention. 


No wonder there were so many recipes for cheesecake: no-bake cheesecake, baked 
cheesecake, soufflé cheesecake, cheesecake tarts, tiramisu, and so on. 


“Well, if I had to choose, then I would say I am grateful for this.” 
The pastries I had made in the past had always turned out somehow okay, even if the 
ingredients, quantities, and procedures were slightly different, but the ones in the 


book were different. They were impossible to make with the way I have been making 
desserts until now. 


“At any rate, one of the cheesecakes is a definite choice.” 
While preparing one for the party, I decided to accept Marianora-sama’s request. 
“It surprisingly doesn’t matter which one to choose ingredient-wise.” 


I couldn’t make up my mind, so I closed the book and opened it at random. 
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“Chocolat Gâteau. Let’s do this one, then. For the cheesecake... lets do the no-bake 
cheesecake.” 


I decided to make the first cake and cheesecake on the page I opened, and decided to 
practice making them. 


I was able to make them according to the recipe, but after I made a few more cakes 
and was Satisfied with them, I decided to decorate them lavishly for the party and 


store them in the Infinite Storage. 


I gave a whole batch of each to the Ruven cooks to taste. Oh, and | didn’t forget to tell 
them to keep it a secret until the kids’ birthdays! 


I also thought about sending a no-bake cheesecake to Marianora-sama right away, but 
after a little deliberation, I decided against it. 


“Come to think of it... surprisingly, I’ve never sent anything culinary?” 


I always send only sweet things, and the only non-sweet thing I have sent was... meat 
buns? Oh, and maybe some pizza? I don’t think I have sent anything else... 


I’m currently thinking about the food for the party and won't really cook it until the 
day before or the day of the party, but I’m planning on making some prototypes and 
having pre-made dishes in the future, so I thought I’d send the food along as well. 


“Well then, what would be good~?” 


I started making prep meals for when we go to dungeons while thinking about various 
things. 


For now, I mass-produced Onigiri and sandwiches that can be eaten right away. 
“Come to think of it, this should be fine?” 


Onigiri and sandwiches like these were something that had never existed in Aetherdia. 
This would also be unusual for Syl and others. 


So, having decided on what to send, I quickly brought up the window screen to send 
it. The cooks are busy, so they didn’t seem to be paying attention to me. 
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Again, I stealthily select the magic circle tab, and from there, I select the magic circle 
of Marianora-sama. Then I sent her a no-bake cheesecake. I was a little nervous 
because it was the first time I used a magic circle not addressed to Syl. 

Next, I sent a Chocolat Gateau to Syl. I could have sent them all together to Marianora- 
sama, but I didn’t want Syl to be upset, so I decided to split it up and send them 


separately. 


After Syl, I sent a plate of Onigiri to Salamanteel-sama and a plate of sandwiches to 
Nomoodle-sama. 


I decided to leave it up to Syl and the others to decide whether to eat them together or 
separately. 


“Next up... —” 


Just as I was about to decide on what to make next—ding! sound echoed in my mind 
for the four times in a row. 


“They are quick to reply!” 

Four times would mean that I got a reaction from each of the four Gods. 
...No, wait. It’s possible that there were... four responses from Syl? 

I thought the “what if” in my mind... and opened the window screen. 


“Err... they are items.” 


All four dings seemed to be notifications of additional items, which I quickly checked 
and found four message cards and a large quantity of foodstuffs. 


I took the message cards out of the Infinite Storage and read it— 


Marianora-sama: Takumi-san. Thank you! It’s wonderful~ I’m looking forward to the 
next batch already? 


Sylphreel: Takumi-san!! Thank you! But, but! Why to all of us!? Please send them all 
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together to me~~~ 


Salamanteel-sama: Takumi, thanks for the good stuff! I’m delighted! I will send you 
something good back next time! 


Nomoodle-sama: Thank you very much, Takumi-san. Sorry for the same behavior 
every time, but please use the ingredients I sent you by all means. 


—It was like that. Well, they were mostly words of gratitude. 


The ingredients seem to have come from Nomoodle-sama, which I guess is... on behalf 
of everyone? 


The fact that there was a large amount of various cheeses among them no doubt has 
to do with Marianora-sama’s desire to have other cheesecakes made and sent. Well, if 
we make more and send them when we make our own, that’s fine with me. 


However... but does it make sense to sent numerous types of cheese that are not used 
in cheesecakes? Is ita prompt that they want to eat pizza too, or something like that? 


Or did they just send it to me for no reason? 


There was no point in dwelling on it, so I got myself together and resumed my food 
prototyping! 


© + + 


And well, although something unplanned happened, I was able to create something 
that the children would enjoy thanks to that. 
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CHAPTER 395 
FRIENDS 


“I have learned how to make other sweet things, so I'll let you eat them next time.” 
Really!?”” 


“Really. Look forward to it.” 


(CEL I wy 
. 


lam 


Since I got the recipe book, I’m going to try to make all kinds of recipes in order. 
Fortunately, I have all the ingredients. 


wy 


“ Oniichan, Oniichan. 
“N? What is it?” 
“Allen, this! I wanna make chocolate cake!” 
“Elena wants to make cheesecake, too!” 

“Fufu, I see. Then, let’s make them together next time.” 


“Yeah | wy 


I had more of both the chocolat gateau and no-bake cheesecake in the Infinite Storage 
because I made several of them as a practice, but if they both want to make them, I 
have no choice but to make them again. I'll give the ones made by the children to their 
grandmothers, Rebecca-san and Marianora-sama. I’m sure they will be pleased. Of 
course, I’d like to eat something they made, too! 


“Let's stop eating for now and get back to talking with the guests.” 


“’Okay~”” 
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After the children’s bellies were filled, we resumed our conversations, or rather, 
socializing. 


We exchanged a few words with the guests in a quick greeting, but we hadn't talked 
properly since we had seen each other last time. 


“Then, who are we going to—” 
“Ah, Reirei~”” 


While considering who to talk to, Allen and Elena, who discovered Reinhardt—Rein, 
called him by his nickname, and approached him. 


“Oh, it’s Allen and Elena.” 
Reirei, how were you?” 

“I have been doing fine~ How about you two?” 
“Yeah, doing good!” 

For some reason, the kids acted like friends of the same age with Rein~ It’s a mystery. 


“Thank you for coming today, Rein.” 


“How many times are you going to say that, Takumi? I was happy to receive the 
invitation. Of course, Lily too.” 


“That reminds me, how come Lily-chan isn’t with you?” 
“Lily is over there.” 
“N?” 


When I looked in the direction Rein pointed to, Lilyka—Lily-chan, was chatting and 
laughing with the ladies. 


“Allen-chan, Elena-chan, come over here.” 


”Coming~ yer 
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Because we were looking at the ladies, Rebecca-san noticed us and called the children. 


The two of them quickly scuttled over to Rebecca-san. And then, they easily blended 
into the conversation with the ladies. 


“Did Lily-chan know everyone from before?” 

“No, they are all meeting for the first time today. Lily had only attended tea parties 
with her close friends before since she has not debuted socially yet. She was very 
nervous today. However, since the ladies seem to be taking care of the topic well, she 
seems to be enjoying herself.” 


“Eh? Is that so? How old is Lily-chan now?” 


“Fourteen. Next year is her coming of age debut. That being the case, Takumi, there 
will be a celebration at our house next year, so please join us.” 


“That is for sure. I’m already looking forward to it.” 
It’s decided that we'll be back in the Capital next winter, too. 


Well, I want everyone to celebrate my children’s birthday, so even if we go on atrip in 
the spring, we will be back in the winter. 


“Takumi, come over here when you're done talking with your friend.” 
“Understood.—Let’s go together, Rein.” 
“Eh? N, no, is it all right for someone like me to intrude on those gentlemen?” 


I was called over by Al-sama. And the Royal Guards were gathering around him as well. 
When I asked Rein to go with me, he looks flustered when he saw them. 


“It will be fine. Come on.” 
I headed to Al-sama’s place together with Rein. 


“Al-sama, sorry to have kept you waiting. Ah, I brought Rein with me, it’s fine, right?” 
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“Of course, I don’t mind.” 

“My name is Reinhardt Stanval.” 

“I will call you Rein, just like Takumi.” 
“It’s my honor.’ 


Rein was so stiff. Is this the kind of reaction one might have when dealing with a prince 
of their own country? 


“Still... [never knew Takumi had a friend of the same age...” 

“Eh? What do you mean by that! That’s rude, Al-sama! I also have a friend or two!” 
“For example?” 

“For example!? Err... you?” 


“Don’t declare it with such confidence while tilting your head in puzzlement.” 


“Hahaha~ I will introduce you to them next time. I have a few adventurer friends as 
well.” 


I am occasionally corresponding with Evan-san and Scott-san from the “Steel Hawks” 
and Brian-san from “Dawn Star”, so I guess you could say we're friends. 


Although a bit older, I would like to say that Rudolph-san from “Dragon Breath” is also 
my friend... but I think Rudolph-san is more like a senior to me. I don’t know where he 
is now, though, so I’m afraid I can’t contact him. 

“Well, let’s not talk about my friends. Have you all finished eating?” 

“Yeah, it was all delicious. We ate too much because of it.—Right, Najack?” 

“Yes, everything was wonderful.” 


Najack-sama agreed with Al-sama’s words. 


“Tm glad to hear that. I have also prepared souvenirs for Grace-sama and others, so 
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please bring it back to them.” 


“Really!? That is great! Actually, Mother and others wanted to come over as well, but I 
somehow managed to stop them. If I have souvenirs to bring back, I won't have to 
listen to their complaining that much!” 


“Nonono! Complaining, you say... that wouldn’t happen, right?” 


“No! There is a high probability of that happening! That being the case, souvenirs are 
greatly welcome!” 


I see. Grace-sama and others wanted to celebrate the children’s birthday as well. That 
makes me happy. 


“Then, I have to put more effort into the souvenirs.” 
|” 


“Please 


Since Al-sama was looking quite desperate, I'll make sure there are more desserts than 
main dishes among the souvenirs. No clear reason, but I felt it was probably better 
that way. 


After this, I had a good time talking with Al-sama as well as the other guests, and the 
children’s birthday party ended without a hitch. 
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IDLE TALK 18 
MARIANORA'SS OBSERVATION RECORDS 3 


“Pardon my intrusion, Amaterasu Omikami-sama.” 


“Ohh, isn’t it Marianora-sama? Long time no... it wasn’t that long? What brings you 
here today?” 


“Tm here to talk about the man from Earth...” 

“Abh, the one who got caught up in the distortion! Is he doing well?” 

“Yes, he seems to be living a good life.” 

“I see. I’m glad to hear that.” 

I had a little plan and went to visit Amaterasu, one of the gods of the planet Earth. 
“So, what about him?” 

“He... or rather, I have something I want him to make for me.” 

“Hmm... I see, I see, is it a dessert?” 

“Eh!? H, how did you know!?” 

I was a little flustered when Amaterasu guessed exactly what I had in mind. 
“Ha, ha, ha, did I guess right?” 

“Was it that obvious?” 


“No, it wasn’t that obvious, but we talked about that when you came to me about him 
before.” 


Come to think of it, we have talked about him before. Specifically, about the 
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development of cuisine he might bring to Aetherdia. 
“Do you mean to say that he can’t cook and didn’t contribute much... or something?” 


“Not at all, not at all! He already contributed very much! He already cooked numerous 
dishes never seen before on Aetherdia! However...’ 


“Abh, cooking aside, making desserts is beyond his reach?” 
“No, according to his own words, he can only do simple sweets.” 


Pudding, ice cream, crépes, daifuku... and many more. I doubt those are considered 
simple, though. From my point of view, he’s more than incredible for being able to 
make those. 


“Hm. It certainly is true that correct measurements are required to make genuine 
desserts.” 


“Yes, it appears that way.” 


“But, as you may already know, it’s not possible for me to hand you a recipe book, so 
that you can make the genuine articles over there.” 


“I thought so.” 


At least I gave it a try. I came to ask with that in mind, but it’s disappointing to be 
refused, nonetheless. 


“But!” 

ay 

“I can give you a permission to take notes.” 

“Of course, I don’t mind that!” 

Just as I was feeling down, Amaterasu told me of an alternative. 


It will take a little time and effort, but as long as I get to eat new desserts, it’s not that 
much trouble! 
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“Fufu, you seem happy.’ 
“Of course!” 


“Look, they are just starting to make a dessert over there. Hmm, that’s... a no-bake 
type of cheesecake, I think?” 


“Oh my! I definitely have to write that down! Amaterasu Omikami-sama, where are 
they?” 


“Look, just over there.” 
“Ah, over there, I see!” 


Conveniently, Amaterasu found a person making a cheesecake. I could also see the 
recipe perfectly! 


I think it would be better to translate the recipe into Aetherdial characters, but it 
wouldn't be good if I misinterpreted the names of the ingredients or how to make it. 
Let’s copy the letters as I see them. Takumi-san can read the characters in our world. 
Oh, and I need to be careful to copy the text exactly as it is so that it doesn’t get 
corrupted, and Takumi-san read it without a hitch. 
“Amaterasu Omikami-sama, can you check it for me, please?” 
“N? Hmm... it’s fine. You wrote it down well.” 
“Fufu, I’m glad~” 
“Oh, there’s another one over there. That’s... a chiffon cake?” 
“Oh my, that also looks good!” 
Let’s keep on copying! 

POD 


“Fufu, I see that Takumi-san is putting the book to a good use right away.” 


I immediately sent the finished book to Takumi-san, and it seems that he will soon be 
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using it to make the desserts. 

“Oh my! No-bake cheesecake! And gateau chocolat!” 

Fufufu, I love both of them! 

“As expected of Takumi-san~” 

He finished making both at once, and they looked so delicious! 
“-Ahh~” 


My goodness! Takumi-san stored the finished cakes in his Infinite Storage! He made 
so many, so I thought he would send some to me~~~ 


“My, oh my, oh my! So that’s what he was doing!” 


Geez, that Takumi-san~ 


Takumi-san has made not only the cakes but also sandwiches and other things and 
send them to me, Sylphreel and the others at the same time! 


“Fufufu. It’s here, it’s here~” 
“Ma, Marianora-samaaa~~~” 
At the same time a no-bake cheesecake arrived in my hands, I heard Sylphreel’s voice. 


He seemed to have realized that the food that usually arrives at his place has this time 
arrived at everyone else’s as well. 


“Don't be noisy, Sylphreel. Now, call Salamanteel and Nomoodle over for me.” 


I'd love to have the no-bake cheesecake all to myself, but I’m also curious about the 
food that was delivered to the other children. Let’s all share it peacefully here. 


Oh, yes. I have to thank Takumi-san? 


traitorAIZEN 173 | 187 


CHAPTER 396 
PRESENTS 1 


The day after the party, I was looking at a stack of well-packed boxes. 
These were gifts for Allen and Elena from the party attendees. 


I had written on the invitation that guests were welcome to come empty-handed, but 
it seems that no one came... empty-handed. 


I also felt like it was a waste of time to write it, but it would have been nice if at least 
one person came empty-handed~ 


“Well, let’s open them in order~” 


I was afraid to look at the contents of the presents... but I couldn't not look at them 
because I needed to confirm what kind of things they gifted and respond to them. 


“Allen, Elena, let’s start from the ones that caught your eyes~” 


un wy 


Then, this one~ 
“Ah, I knew you would go for that one~” 


The one Allen and Elena chose was the largest of the gifts. It was too big even for me 
to carry by myself, so it must have caught the children’s eyes. 


“Erm, that $f? ° 


The gift was received by a servant of the Ruven family, but there was a note attached 
to the gift, clearly stating who had gifted it. When I saw it, I was surprised. 


“It’s from Wald-san and Rosalie-san!” 


“Wald Nii and.” 
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“Rosalie Neesama?” 

I was surprised to see a gift from Wald-san and Rosalie-san mixed with other presents. 
“Whoah~ so the two prepared a present for you as well~” 

Can we open?” 

“Of course.” 

Allen and Elena immediately opened the present with excitement. 
“ Ohh~~~”” 

“Now this is amazing.” 


Inside was a giant cushion. 


When the cushion was completely removed from its wrapping, the children jumped 
on it with glee. 


un yy 


It’s so soft~ 
The children’s bodies fit snugly into the cushion. 


“Wald-san knows exactly what you guys like, huh~” 


un wy 


He knows~ 
“Hahaha~ indeed. Let’s thank him properly later, okay?” 
Yes~”” 


l'Il be careful not to forget to thank not only Wald-san and others, but also anyone who 
gave the children a present this time when I meet them. 


“Come on, open the next one.” 


“Then, this one~?”” 


traitorAIZEN 175 | 187 


“That is from Richard-sama and Charlotte-sama. Let’s see... it’s clothes. Ah, this is 
equestrian apparel. There are shoes as well.” 


u» 


Equestrian?”” 
“They are clothes you wear when riding a horse.” 


Horseback riding!” 


If you are a child of a noble family, when you are about Allen and Elena’s age, you start 
practicing horseback riding, right? 


So, they might have prepared these clothes for them. 
“Horse!” 
“Wanna ride!” 


I knew it. I thought so. 


“I see~ Pll] talk to Rebecca-san next time about what the procedure is for practicing 
horseback riding.” 


“Yeah | wy 


I don’t even know if we can borrow horses from the Ruven family... or if I have to get 
horses for the kids to ride, so we have to discuss that. 


It is important to check because there may be a possibility that maybe, just maybe... 
Rebecca-san had already prepared them as part of her education. 


un wy 


This one next~ 
“That is from Matthias-san and Rebecca-san—Eh!?” 

When we opened the next package, I couldn't help but exclaim in surprise. 
“’Ohh~!”” 


“Why cat ears!?” 
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What was in the package were headbands with various kinds of triangular cat ears. 
“SO many ears.” 

“What are these~?” 

“Ah~ you wear these on your head.” 

Like this?” 

“Yep, yep.” 


Allen immediately put on the black cat ears and Elena put on the white cat ear 
headband. 


“How is it?” 

“It suits you well~” 

It really suited them well. 

“Still... there so many~” 

Yeah~”” 

“How about this one?” 

“And this one~?” 

“Ah, yes, those look good on you as well~” 


Allen and Elena played with different cat ears headbands one after another. 


There were blue and brown ears, and even calico cat-like ears. Oh, there were even 
some droopy ears, round ears, and rabbit ears at the bottom. 


“These are made of high-quality fur~” 


Moreover, all the ears had excellent texture to the touch. 
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These were not just for fun, these were made with a serious mind. 
“’Oniichan.’” 
“There’s a.” 
“Tail, too~” 


“Eh?” 


The children, who had been playing with the ears, now unearthed tails from the 
bottom of the box. 


The tail was fixed to a belt. As expected, there was a long, thin cat type and a bushy 
wolf type, each of the blue color, and I think it was to match the children’s hair color. 


“That’s a fine craft~” 


Allen and Elena quickly put on their belts, and their ears were also replaced with blue 
ones. 


There seemed to be two triangular blue ears, but upon closer inspection, they looked 
a little different. One facing forward and one facing slightly outward. 


How do we look?”” 
“You have completely transformed into Demihumans~” 


“’Ohh wy 
~ 


In no time at all, Allen became a Wolfman and Elena a Catwoman. 


«a wy 


Going to show Obaasama~ 
The children ran out of the room to show their transformed forms to Rebecca-san. 
I am sure Rebecca-san will be delighted. 


“Err... the rest is—” 
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With a break here, I was idly looking at the rest of the presents. 
The remaining presents were from the Velio-san and Almeria-san couple, the Risner 
family, the Stanval, McPherson, Vassar, and Clark families. Al-sama and the Knights 


have prepared a present together for them as well. 


We have only opened three gifts so far, and what can I say... I’m exhausted already. 
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CHAPTER 397 
PRESENTS 2 


We back~”” 

“Welcome back. Was Rebecca-san happy?” 
“Yeah! It suits us, she said!”” 

“I see, I’m glad to hear that.—And so, did you thank her properly?” 


(rcs Ah l wy 
on . 


After a while, the kids came back smiling, but they seemed to have forgotten to thank 
Rebecca-san, and when I pointed it out to them, they turned around and ran away 
again. 


«a wy 


Back again~ 
“I see. Don’t forget to thank the other people as well when you see them.” 

“Yeah~”” 

I said it mainly to remind myself not to forget, but I had to remind the kids as well. 
“Then, let’s continue~ Next up is...” 

This?” 

The present they chose next was from the Knights. It was a stationery set, including 
quill pens, ink, and letters. Also, there was a book without contents... Is the fact that 
it’s in the form of a book and not a notepad or a notebook an indication that they 


should write their own story in it? 


“Ah, I see. You can use this as a diary, I guess?” 
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«a 


Diary?” 

“It’s something to write down memories from the day, things you don’t want to forget.” 
“ Ohh~ will write a diary!” 

“Then, let’s make it a habit to do it every day before going to bed.” 

“Will do~”” 

The blank book thankfully became the children’s diary. 


It was a gift that had practicality and that I did not have to be afraid of. As expected of 
the Knights. 


“Then, next one.” 

“This one and~” 

“This one~” 

“Smell something tasty~” 

“Nice fragrance~” 

“Now that you say it, they smell nice.” 

It was from the Vassar and Clark families. 
“These are... perfume oils?” 


No, they looked more like body oils. Each one had a different scent, and it seems that 
they selected ones with fruity scents that even the kids would like. 


“This one smells like Oren~” 
“And this one smells like Lemoné~” 


“Why don’t you try them right away after a bath?” 
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“Yea I n»n» 


Since they are the same type of gift but different scents, means that Celestia-san and 
Olga-san must have taken the trouble to consult with each other to prepare them. 


“What is this~?”” 
“Is that from Al-sama? I wonder what that is?” 


When I opened the thin box that Al-sama gifted, there was an elegant-looking 
document box(?) with documents inside. 


“This is addressed to you guys...” 


On the top of the box was a letter addressed to the children, so I handed it to them, 
and I picked up the papers underneath it. 


“Umm... brown, female, eight months? Chestnut, male, one year?” 
It looked like living beings, but... what was this list for? 

“Allen, Elena, what did the letter say?” 

Hmn, you see~” 

“Said he gifted us.” 

“Horses.” 

“Horses!? Ah, so these must be papers documenting the type of the horses they are!” 
The children’s words revealed the mystery I was falling into. 


“Choose whichever.” 


“You like.” 


«a wy 


It says~ 
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Is he really gifting us a horse? 

Ah, Richard-sama said that riding horses is his hobby, are they perhaps in cahoots!? 
“Ah, this doesn't look like Al-sama’s handwriting. Is it Grace-sama’s?” 

When the children showed me the letter, the writing was clearly that of a female. 


„So is this was a prank by the entire royal family?... No, yeah, calling ita prank might 
be rude. Let’s see... a plan? Surprise? No, I think prank is the most appropriate word. 


Moreover, there were also three passes to the castle securely enclosed. I guess it 
means that... we can come to the castle anytime we want. 


“AS expected we can't accept a horse, can we?” 
“We can’t?”” 


“Since we can’t take it with us on our travels, wouldn't you feel sad for the horse 
because it would have to stay at home all the time? We shouldn't accept it, but let’s ask 
if we could borrow a horse when we are at the Capital instead. Is that okay?” 


“Yeah, good.” 


I’m going to negotiate borrowing rights for a horse for the children’s horseback riding 
practice. 


I have a feeling they will definitely not accept, but it’s a battle we can’t afford to lose, 
so I will just have to go in strong! 


“This is~?”” 
“That's from Cedric-san’s family.” 


The next one they chose next was from the Risner family—Cedric-san’s family, and 
they were books for children to read. More difficult than picture books and easier than 
novels that an adult would read. They were books that were somewhere in between. 


The contents were all adventure stories, so I guess this book was recommended by 
Theodore-kun and Latis-kun who said they liked those kinds of stories. 
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“Books I don’t know!” 
“Sounds interesting!” 


The kids were an active bunch, but they also like to read books, so they were 
overjoyed. 


Wow! This is so cute!” 


The present from the McPhersons—Larry-san and Helena-san—were porcelain 
figurines in the shape of Pastel Rabbits. 


“So many!” 
“Clothes!” 


Velio-san and Almeria-san gifted them a lot of everyday clothes. They even got 
matching outfits with Lucario-kun for them. 


“Last one~!” 

“Reirei’s?” 

“That's right. It’s from Rein and Lily-chan—Uwah, it’s so heavy!” 

When | lifted the box gifted by Lily-chan and Rein, it was heavier than I had expected. 
“Heavy?” 

“Yeah, that startled me. Inside is... ahh, of course this would be heavy.’ 


”Ohh~ so cute~”” 


The things inside were figurines made of stone, each one about the size of a child’s 
two hands, but there were several of them, so the weight added up~ 


“Ah, that’s Joule!” 


“And this is Feat!” 
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“Then, over here must be Vector, Bolt, and Mile.” 


I didn’t introduce them directly to Rein and Lily-chan, but the fact that I had contracted 
beasts came up in a conversation. I had also jokingly told them about the species, so 
they must have remembered that. 


The town of Kelm is a mining town, so I wonder if this kind of masonry is a specialty 
over there? 


“You have gotten so many presents~” 


un 2n 
. 


Each was wonderful 


“Indeed. It seems that everyone chose them carefully with Allen and Elena firmly in 
mind. That’s delightful.” 


«ay I wy 
. 


Yeah, happy 
Well, some of the presents surprised me, though. 

“Then, here’s one from me.” 

Ohh! Yaayyy~!” 

Incidentally, I had a hard time deciding on something, so I’ve gotten something useful 
for adventures, such as an easy-to-assemble one-person tent, a spear and bow for 
practice, etc... I know it’s not a usual present, but I decided to go with something safe 
and something the kids would enjoy. 

“Tm sorry I could only prepare something like this~” 

So happy! Thank you, Oniichan!”” 

Oh, I also received what seemed to be a present from Syl and the others... A lot of sugar, 
fruit, and other sweet things. To be honest, I had doubts if these were really gifts, but 


the timing suggested that they are. 


I felt that the presents from their relatives, including myself, were not as good as the 
ones they received from others. 
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.. promised myself that I would think harder for their next year’s birthday. 
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